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encounter some trouble. However, this
is the area selected for settlement, and in
view of the faet that the conditions re-
quire that the land shall be used for the
purposes set forth, it is a matter for the
lessee’s own responsibility in regard to
the area.

Mr, MALE: I must thank the Min-
ister for making available the plan

showing the locality. I have no objection
whatever to the Bill as introdnced. It
does not of course altogether appeal to
me as being the most suitable plaee in
which lo starl tropical agriculture, for
it is, I suppose, as far isolated from a
port as it can possibly be. There are no
ports in the vicinily but there are the
makings of fine ports, and it will be
necessary for any company to provide
itself with shipping facilities. Unless
they take a fair number of white men
with them it secems to me that they will
be courting great danger. ln view of
pazt lappenings in that pavt of t{he
State it would be advisable for any com-
pany to see that it was properly pro-
tested and in a position to look after
itself. [ have pleasure in supporting
the measure.

Clause put and passerl.

Clanse 2—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [9.3]: T move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 pm. on Thursday next.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot 9.4 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PERSONAIL EXPLANATION,

Hon. J. J. Holmes and the Cinil Service.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.331:
My, President, last evening the leader of
the Hounse thought fit to make an attack
on me, andd say things in eonnection with
myself that, if ihey were true, would
practically forbid me to be entitled to re-
wain a mewmber of this House. The worst
feature of the wlole thing is (hat the
hon, gentleman knows perfectly well that
what he says is not true. He zaid that T
made nse of langunage of the ale house
and the vaeecourse spieler. Ie said,
furiher. that 1 had pushed one officer
out of the serviee whilst I was Minister
for Railways, that this officer was re-
placed by a man who had been dismissed
from the railway service for manipulating
cash, and who had been guilty of dis-
graceful conduet; and further, that T,
knowing it to be so, appointed this man
as confidential secretary, and that the
man was no better than a low pimp and
a eash manipulator, and that the new
confidential secretary to the Minister was
kicked out of the service. The hon. gen-
tleman knows all the facts in connection
with the matter, for he was in the House
at the fime, Further, he was one of a
numhber of gentlemen who ecomplimented
me upon the stand I took on that oceasion,
True, T did appoint, and the hon, gentle-
man knows it, a man to a position in the
service, and he was practically one of the
smartest railway men in the State. I ap-
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pointed him with the consent of Cabinet,
Sir Walter James was then Honorary
Minister, and we went carefully
into the matter. We perused every
file that was to be found in the
department, and learned that ihere
was nothing against this man as
to why he had been put out of the ser-
vice. Cabinet, in fact, considered that he
was a man entitled to the position, and
wa appointed him aecordingly. The pres-
enl Gommissioner (Mr, Short), was an
long service leave out of the Stafe at this
juncture. Afler he had returned to the
State he produced the file, which had been
logked up in his privaie desk, which weut
to show why this man had been dismissed.
Instead of there being created a reign
of lerror, as the hon. the Minister
pointed out yesterday, but for my aciion,
Mr. Short would noi have been in the
serviee to-day because we considered that
matter very seriously, namely, that a de-
partmental file should be secretly held
by an officer of the department. Tt was,
however, the custom at the time, and we
allowed it to go. As soon as this file
was presented by the department, I ap-
pointed a board to inquire into the whoie
of the facis surrounding this man. 1t
was not a board of public servants as
commissioners, but an independent boarndl
comprised of Mr. Roe, the present police
magistrate, Mr. Charles Hudson, the then
president of the Chamher of Commeree,
and Mr. C. H. Hammond. This com-
mission inquired into all the faefs sur-
rounding this man’s dismissal, and as a
result recommended his dismissal. 1t was
1 who put this man into the serviee, and
it was ! who was prepared to admit thai
he was not a fit and proper man fo be
m the service after the file T have men-
tioned was disecovered, and yet the Col-
onial Secretary had the audaeity to stand
up and say that I appointed this man
into the service, and insinuated that I
knew all the faels of the case. He knew
thal what he said was not the case. This
secrel lile was a departmental file and
should have been available when ecalled
for. T need go no further into that par-
Licnlar matter except to say thal the hon.
member knew all the facts and was mis-
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leading the House when he gave utterance
to the words he did last night. He said
also in reference to {he Commission ap-
pointed in connection with the State
Steamship Serviee that T had maligned
those gentlemen, that I had attacked them
from inside the House, and that I had
assailed the officers of the publie service
from the fortified castle of Lhe House
and had not the eonrage to repeat my
stalement ouvlside. The hon, gentleman
knows that I did not say one word against
the members of that eommission. What
T did say was in connection with the State
Steamship Service.

Hon, [J. E, Dodd (Honorary Mipis-
ter) : You said that one of the members
had prostituted himself,

Hou. J. J, HOLMES: T said nothing
of the sort. ’

The PRESIDENT: I will read the
Standing Order under- which the hon.
member is allowed to make this explana-
tion. The Standing Order is number
334, and is as follows:—

By the indulgence of the Council a
member may explain matters of a per-
sonal nature, although there be no
Question before the Counetl; but sueh
matters may not be debated,

I ask hon, members to listen to the per-
sonal pxplanaion in silence and without
interjection.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES:
connection with the civil
this—

There is another matter which illus-
trates my point regarding the effect
this sort of thing is likely to have upon
those who discharge their duties. Some
time age four gentlemen were ap-
pointed a Royal Commission to inquire
into eertain charges regarding the marn-
agement of the State Steamshipe.
Three of the four were civil servants,
a position in which ne civil servant
should be placed. They were put in
ihe position of having to report upon
Ministerial acls of the present Minis-
try. They were commanded by the
Government to make inquiry and lo
report to His Fxcellency, but they were
prevented from so doing. They are
honourable and straightforward men

What I said in
service was
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and@ would have furnished a report on
the evidence produced, but when the
Government saw that the evidence was
against them, they eut the ground from
under these officers’ feet, and they
were prevented from farnishing their
report and prevenied from obheying
His Excellency’s commands. Was
this fair from the pont of view of
plaintift or defendant, or these civil
servants? I claim it was not. These
gentlemen were prepared to do their
duty, and would have done so but for
the reign of terror which has been es-
tablished throughout the service, which
prevenied them from discharging their
duties, It would be interesting to
know the success with which these three
gentlemen met in the public service.
They are very worthy gentlemen, well
qualified to fil} the positions they
occupy.  Whether they ask for pro-
motion or not, the policy of the pre-
sent Government is, “If yon act as we
want you to in defiance of the welfare
of the State you will be pushed for-
ward in the serviee.”
The charge that I made was against the
Ministry, and all along 1 was compli-
menting the officers themselves. 1 went
on to say— _
Already one of {he Commissioners has
been pushed forward. I do not doubt
his qualifications, but he has stepped
over olher gentiemen in the service
into the position of Under Treasurer,
formerly held by Mr. Elliott. This is
an example for other civil servants,
. In olher words, if you do your duly you
will be pushed out, but “Do what we
want, and you will be pushed forward
in the service.”
Instead of reporting to the Govern-
nor, he with his colleagues reported to
the Ministers.
The Colonial Secretary said last night
that I had made an attack upon the civil
service, That is not so. Knowing these
men personally, T told them bhefore the
inguiry that it was a position that they
should not allow themselves to be placed
in. Tt was, however, their funeral, as
events have proved. T was also charged
with au attack upon the Aunditor General,
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and with having insinuated thai he was
under the malign inlluences of the Minis-
try, This is what I actually said—

T know he is a very capable oflicer. I
do not know that we ever had a better
olicer, but if he is faced with the fact
that oiber offieers are victimised for
doing their duty, and what effect wiil
it have upon him? We have an Audit

Act, whieh is snpposed to remove the

Aunditor General from political influ-

ence, in order that he may do his duty

to the State, but if he finds other offi-
eers are victimised for doing their duty,
what effeei will it have upon him? The
relurn prepared by that officer and
laid upon the Table of the House in
conneetion with Slale steamships is an
insult to the intelligence of the House.
Se il is.

Parlinment- intended 1hat the Agpditor

Cieneral should supply full informalion

in eonnection with all aecounts that

he was ealled upon o andit. The Au-
ditor General should be, as we thought
he was, m a position to do so. If his
salary is to come before the Colonial

Treasurer for ratification or recom-

mendation, the sooner that office is

faken away from the Colonial Trea-
surer the better it will be for the

State.

That is what I said, and yet the hon.
gcentleman said that T had made an at-
tack in the House upon the eivil ser-
vice of the State. Fvery word T uttered
was in fael a eomplimént to the eivil
setvice, and every word was a charge,
whicli charge has not been, and cannot
he denied against the Ministry of the
day. There was not an attempt on the
rart of the Minister yesterday to reply
{u one of my charges. He set out to as-
sert that 1 had done likewise. Assuming
that I did push men ont of the serviee
under the conditions stated by him—and
he knows that the conditions were not so
—agssuming that I did, it does not make
his position any better.

The PRESIDENT: T do not think the
hon. member should debate the matter.
He should simply make a personal ex-
planation, and personal explanations are
nsually of a brief nature.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: All T want to
show is that even if I did set up a reign
of terror, my reign of terror arose be-
cause my officers—and the hon, Minister
knows this—were not doing their duty at
the time. The trouble to-day is that when
ollicers do their duty they are pushed out
of the service. That is the difference. I
asked the Minister to declare, in re-
plying  to  my  previous remarks,
whether in his opinion either of the fhree
genflemen named in this motion was
mentally or physically onfit to ocenpy
his positien., He did not reply to that
question, and it is quite plain why he did
not. However, I have no desire lo press
this matter further exeept to say that, on
the evidence before me and on ihe evi-
dence before the House, I should cer-
tainly be justified, if the rules permitied
it, in stating that the hon, Minister was
a lying, canting, deceiving humbug,

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ADVANCES.
Hon, C. F. BAXTER (East) [447] :
I move—

That in the opinion of this House
the action of the Governmenl in with-
holding 50 per cemt. of the advances
to the farmers is against the best in-
terests of the couniry.

In submitting the motion, T maintain
that this most drastie step which the
Government have taken is really equi-
valent to sacrificing the revenue pro-
ducers of this State. At the very oui-
set of trouble, at the very beginning of
the war, we find the Government stop-
ping or curtailing advances made to far-
mers per medivin of the Agrieultural
Bank—curtailing thuse advances to the
extent of 50 per cent. That 1s a most
alarming step to take, and it is hard to
say what will be the ultimate result of
such a proceeding. One of the reasons
given by the Premier for adopting that
course is that there has been almost a
panic rush on the Agrienltural Bank to
draw amounts lying there. However, on
searching the records, I fail to see how
the Premier ean substantiate that state-
ment. In point of fael, my examina-
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tion of the records goes to show that
the amounts drawn from the Agricul-
tural Bank recently have not even reached
the normal level. During the first week
since the outhreak of war, only £7,000
was lifted from ihe Agrieultural Bank
on cerlificates. That fact shows that the
bank did not experience anything in the
nature of a panic rnsh. Replying to an
interjection in this House, the Colonial
Secretary stated that the Government
were only hunshanding their resoruces.
If such be the ease, all I have to say
on the subjeet is, “*What case ean the
Government put hefore the farmers at
election time?” The Government can
only tell the farmers that they have been
saerificing the farming industry for the
purpose purely and simply of husband-
ing their resources. In all good faith
the borrowers from the Agricultural
Bank have gone on letting contracts,
doing work themselves, and so forth, ex-
pecting at the fimish to draw the
amounts of money which the bank had
undertaken to advance to them, At the
finish, however, they find that the Govern-
ment withhold 50 per cent. of the certifi-
cates when presented. In husbanding the
resources of the State in that fashion, the
Government are saerificing the positions
of hundreds of men on the land, men
who, T maintain, should be looked after.
The verv first thing the Covernment
should see to is that those who are
producing revenme for the State shall
not be sacrificed. In this case, however,
1 waintain that the Government have
sacrificed those men. Now, whilst the
Colonial Secretary asserfs that the Gov-
ernment are merely husbanding their
resources, a promise comes along from
the Federal Government that they will
finance the Government of this State.
Sueh being the case, and our Govern-
ment knowing that money is coming for-
ward from the Federal authorities, why
do not Ministers now definitely state the
date on which they will honour the
gertificates of the Agricultural Bank? If
the Government have simply been hus-
banding their resources, if they are noi
in a financial tangle, what is their rea-
son for withholding money due to peo-
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ple who, in the absence of it, cannot
pay their way, cannot pay their grocers,
or coniractors, or anyone else? It seems
a very curious position. The Premier
states publicly that he is going to hurry
up the Federal Treasurer to send the
money along, so that the obligations of
the Agrieuttural Bank may he met. This
is a point that wants explaining. Fur-
ther, we find that the Government pro-
pose a new authorisation of half a mil-
lion on behalf of the Agricultural Bank,
increasing the capital of that institu-
tion by half a million. No one in this
House objected to that proposal; in
fact, T think it was supported by every
hon. member present. In the light of
my little knowledge of the operations of
the Agricuttural Bank, it seemed curions
to me that the Government shouid
ask for this new authorisation. T want
to know for what purpose they want
that new authorisation, seeing that un-
der the old authorisation an amount of
£600,000 odd has not yet been provided
for, and that in addition there is a bal-
ance of £250,000 under fhe last authox-
isation not yet paid. That is getting
well on fowards a million sterling. Then,
why do the Government waut a new au-
thorisation for half a million when they
cannot firanee even the old authorisa-
tions ?  To me the position seems
most carious.  Independently of this
last half million there is approximately
£900,000 authorised, for which the Gov-
ernment have made no provision. Next,
as regards the amount our State Gov-
ernment is borrowing from the Federal
Government. Undoubtedly our Ministers
will need to borrow something in order
to earry on; bat, at the same time, it is
a serious thing for this State, We find
the Premier giving assurances that a
minute has been issued instrueting the
heads of all deparitments that no em-
ployees are to be put off, no matter how
slack the work may be. Now, what is
going to be the vesult of this keeping
on of a lot of hands whether there is
work for them or not? In this counec-
tion I maintain that there are at present
hundreds of hands in the Government
departments bevond what are required.
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T will go even further, and state that the
same amount of work as at present could
be got through with hundreds of hands
less. 'The keeping on of all these State
employees—and the Government admit
that there is not enough work to keep
them all going—inevitably means addi-
tional taxation, Surely, in the name of
all that is reasonable, we have enough
laxation to bear already. If the Govern-
ment want to keep the civil servants em-
ployed, then let the Government put them
on work that is reproductive instead of
retaining them in idleness. The State is
keeping a good manhy men in idleness to-
day, or we should not be so erippled with
{axation.

Hon. J. Cornell; Will you say that on
the hustings?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes; I will
say it on the hustings. As regards the
money being received from the Federal
Government, that is inereasing our in-
debtedness and heaping up the interest
bill we have {o meet annually. Appar-
ently, we are to continue increasing our
indebiedness and heaping up our interest
bill. But are we to go on like this for
all time, living in a fool's paradise of
borrowed money? Tt almost seems like
it. FPhere appears to be no attempt on
the part of any Government to inerease
the revenue or to eeonomise. We have
the same old thing all the fime, borrow-
ing money to keep things going. What
will he our position after the war? Worse
than it is to-day, if we continue on this
borrowing principle. There is o getting
away from the fact that bad times are
ahead of us, and we are certainly not
preparing to meet those had times hy
keeping a lot of employees for whom we
have no work. Keep the people em-
ployed by all means, but find them sueh
employment as will yield a return for the
expenditure. It is suicidal to keep them
in idleness, as the Premier proposes to
do. T maintain that in Western Ausira-
lia there is anything but a disposition
towards thrift, Take our own little city
of Perth, and what do we find% A city
of luxury, a city of extravagance from
one end to the other. I challenge any
on. member to prove the contrary. 1In
the metropolitan area there are no less



42

than 14 houses of amusement kept going;
and it is safe to say that 12 out of the 14
are apen continuously. Just let hon.
members think for a momeni of the
amount of money spent on amusement.
Hon, R. G. Ardagh: Would you be in
favour of putting a tax on amusements?
Hoen, C. F. BAXTER. I wonld be pre-
pared

The PRESIDENT: Tbe hon. member
will address the Chair; instead of indi-
vidual members,

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: The majority
of people in this State are spending
money as fast as they earn it, Men just
put out of employment have not a penny
to their names, although they bave been
in reeeipt of tip fop wages. Now they
wanlt work. It is necessary te warn
others to lock after their cash and be
thrifty, more especially with bad times
ahead. If the Government say to their
employees, “We will keep you on and pay
you whether there is work for you or
not,” will that tend to create a disposi-
tiun fowards thrift? I have no hesitation
in saying that it will not. Then, as re-
aards the position of the men on the land,
and the eurtalling of Agrieultural Bank
advances, what has heen the attitude of
the Grovernment towards the settler in
the past? Before the present Govern-
metit took office, lhere was & surplus on
the railways, if I remember rightly, of
abonl £140,000 annually, A few days
afler the present Ministry took office
they granted an increase of ls. per day
to the porters and unskilled labour on
the railways. I for one do not mind good
wages being paid if that ean be done
withoul injuring the State.  But what
wag the result of this inerease? The re-
sult was to impose on the working costs
of the railways an extra burden of some-
thing like £120,000 per annum. And what
did we find a little later? That the Gov-
ernment increased railway freights on
superphosphates and other requirements
of the farming eommunity. If this is not
class legislation, what is% If this is not
sacrificing the farmer, what is% What
has the Slate got to look to for its very
existence, exeept the revenne producers?
Tet hon. members think of the number

[COUNCIL.]

of people who to-day are living on bor-
rowed money. The end of that must
come, snd we must prodnee sufficient rev-
enue to keep us going. I maintain thal
in such cases as I have quoted, Ministers
are nobt aiming in the right direction, If
that amount of £120,000 per annum had
been handed over to the men on the land
—not as charity; we do not ask for
charity; no farmer locks for charity;
with him it is a pure business arrange-
ment—those men would have been as-
sisted to tide over the lean seasong, It is
true we have had a few lean years, buf
they are not going to last for all time.
The present Government talk so much
about what they have done for the
farmer. But if the Government are not
going to assist those whe will produce
revenue from the land, then I ask who is
going to do it? The Colonial Seeretary
told us that the Government had ad-
vanced the farmers a total of £90,000.
If they had advanced the farmers
£300,000 it would have been to their
gredit, becavse it means building up the
State and enabling revenue to be pro-
duced. I know of one firm in this State
which has advanced the farmers to the
iune of £80,000, and that without getting
the security which the Government get.
For it must be remembered that the Gov-
ernment have the security of the land
until such time as the debt to them is
paid off. There is another firm which has
granted advanoces to farmers to the tune
of £45,000. I repeat, we must look to the
Government to assist the men on the land
in order that revenue may be produced.
What would be the position of the
State if the Government did not assist
the farmer? The Colonial Seeretary
nttered a kind of threat, a few nights
back, that the Government would not be
able to do much for the farmers, I care
not what Ministers oceupy the Treasury
bench—they would bave to assist the
farmer; not for the sake of the farmers,
but

Hon. J. Cornell: Is that a threat?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is not a
threat, but it is common sense, of which
the hon. member does not seem to possess
a great deal. If the Government
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did not assist the farmers and keep
them on the land, what would be
the result? The result which 1 am
afraid is coming, namely, we will lose

hundreds of good men who will get
away from the State. We require io be
careful and do our utmost for the men
on the land, using every endeavour fo
keep them there. All that land has been
alienated by those persons and they are
content to keep on working, as in the
past, without any luxuries, without even
decent food and clothing, They are con-
tent to do that, provided business ar-
rangements are made to assist them in
carrving on. Some of their houses are
constructed of superphosphale bags, I
know of a district which is rightly ery-
ing out for a railway; along the whole
of the route there is not a building
valued at more than £15. As regards
the wage-earners themselves, I am sure
none of them would objeet lo making a
sacrifice for the assistance of their
hrothers on ihe land. All the wage-
earners are loyal. Look at the hundreds
among them who have volunteered for
the front. By sacrificing themselves a
little they will not be doing any act of
chariiy towards the farmers, who want
nothing but a business-like arrangement
and who are content to drag on some-
how uniil we get inté good seasons
again, The seasons we have experienced
of late are quite abnormal. In 21 years’
experience of the State 1 have never
known the seasons to be like the last
two., However this will not last. The
good seasons will come again, and two or
three of them will put us on our feet and
indeed, place us in the forefront of Aus-
tralian producers, I would strongly re-
commend the Government to pat aside a
certain amount from the funds of the
Agricnltural Bank for the purpose, not
of development work, but of promoting
fallowing. I do not suggest that the
Government should stop development
work—because if they stop that they
stop the supply of food to hundreds—
but if they were to advance five shillings
an acre on fallowing it would mean an
incalculable benefit to the State. Many

.he in return
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of the settlers are compelled to make a
gamble of their farming, a gamble which
seldom comes out on the right side, If
the Government would advance five shil-
lings an acre on fallowing probably
300,000 aeres would be fallowed, at a
cost of £75,000. It may seem a large
sum of money, but it means a benefit of
mueh more than that to the State, The
Government have advanced 20s. an acre
for clearing the land. If the land is
worth 20s. an acre to clear it is worth
the other 5s. to fallow, because that is
where the revenue will be produced, Un-
der existing conditions if no assistance
is given by the Government it is safe to
assume that out of that 300,000 acres,
75,000 acres only will be put under fal-
low next season. Let us put that down
at an average of 12 bushels—which is
low valuing for an ordinary season—
and it means a return of 900,000 bushels.
TIn addition to that we will have another
75,000 acres badly farmed, returning
450,000 bushels, while the remaining
130,000 acres will not he farmed at all.
Hundreds of men on the land clear their
properties simply to pick up the amounts
they get from the Agrienltural Bank, in
order to huy food and clothes for them-
selves. TIf 5s. an acre were advanced on
fallowing il would mean that the 300,000
acres would be fallowed and would re-
turn 12 bushels an acre, or 3,600,000
bushels, an increase of 2,250,000 bushels.
These figures are all cut very fine. The
approximate value of the increase would
be half & million in e¢ash. That would
for an investment of
£75,000, and it will be noticed that I
have only hased this caleulation on a 12-
bushel average. which is eutting it very
fine indeed. T do not agree with Mr.
Holmes when he states that in certain
parts of the country people on the land
cannot pnssibly make a suceess of it in
the areas in which they are placed. I
know the exireme portions of the wheat
country, and from my 21 vears’ experi-
ence of this State—during 11 years of
which T have been in close toueh with
farming—TI say there is none of our
land setfled on by the wheat farmers
which will not 'prove a suceess in normal
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seasons, Tle present season, like the
two past seasons, i an extraordinary
one.

Hon. J. Comell: Is the hon. member
not capable of regulating the seasons?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is our
marvel from the goldfields again with
another rush of blood to the brain, The
presenl position ealls for statesmen. Let
the Government step into the breach and
assist the farmers to pull out of the hole
they are in. By doing this the Govern-
ment will earn the sympathy of every
farmer in Western Australia. In a
voung Slate like this we require to as-
sist the farmers by a business-like ar-
rangement (o produce the revenue lying
dormant in our soil. Tet us look to the
foture. We can confidently expect a re-
currence of good seasons. T hope the
Government will come {o the assistance
of the farmers, and make a definite
statement thal these moneys being with-
held will be paid right away, and that
they will also do somelhing to assist the
farmers to fallow the land.

Hon. J., CORNELL {South) [58]: T
rise to oppose the motion. Mr, Baxter's
argument can be summed np as being
1 per cent. logie, 3 per ¢ent. reason, and
96 per cent. flap-doodle, All Mr. Bax-
ter’s remarks could have bheen made on
Lhe Address-tn-reply.

Hon. C. 1. Baxter: No.
lrad not arisen then.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
moved a motion but did not speak lo
it, wandering all around the subject in-
stead. The hon. member claims to be a
farmers’ representative. If it is any news
to the hon. member I would like to iu-
form him that T was farming before ever
he had seen a farm, and that T have as
much knowledge of farming and farmers
as he has.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: The difference is
that T have made a succes of it, and yon
did not. '

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was starved ont
of it, and T may say that if the hon. mem-
ber sticks to polities he will probably be
starved out. The hon, member represents
the farmers. but we all know that if you
gave the farmers the earth they would

The situation
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want the moon. The hon. member asks
what c¢an the Government expect when
they go before the farmers at election
time? T have pointed out repeatediy what
the Government ean expecl—nothing.
They have never got anything from the
farmers, and uever will. The farmers
will take everything offering, and ery for
more. | would like Mr. Baxter to draw
a comparison between what the present
and past Governments have done for the
farmers and wliat (hev have doue for the
workers in the mining industry, He would
probably find that respective Govern-
ments bhad done a great deal for the
farmers and little or nothing for the men
in the mining industry; yet these workers
in (he mining industry do not complain.
Ever sinee 1905 they bhave endeavoured
to get some protection for life and lial
by means of a bhetter Mines Regulation
Bill. They have not gat it, notwithstand-
ing whieh they are still loyal to the Gov-
ernment. The action of the Government
in cutting down the Agricultural Bank's
advances was a perfectly wise one and
absolutely justifiable under the cireum-
stances, Judging from the remarks of
Mr, Baxter he is desirous that the far-
mers should not bear any proportion of
the sacrifices that have 1o be borne hy til
sections of the community as a result
of the present European erisis,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What other section
of the community is Dbearing anything
now?

on, J. CORNELL: There are sowe
of them who do nol know where the next
meal is eoming from., Mr. Baxter can-
nol say that of the farmers.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Hundreds of farm-
ers have been in that position for two or
three years pasi.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Then they ought
never to have gone on the land. Who
is going to benefit by Lhis war? There
are three primary indusiries of the world
which must of necessity, if history is true,
derive some benefit; the gold mining in-
dustry—in a small degree; beeause gold
is of standard value—and the pastoral
and agricultural industries must of
necessity henefit by this unfortunate
position in which we are placed.
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Hon. Sir E, H, Wittenoom: Provided
we have good seasons,’

Hon, .J. CORNELL: By way of inter-
Jeetion T asked Mr, Baxter if he could
not regulate the seasons, Sinee he has
failed to do so 1 refer Sir Edward Wit-
tencom to some higher aunthority, Mr.
Baxter has accused the Government of
doing something wrong in increasing the
wages of railway men by £120,000, and
he expressed the opinion that this amount
should have gone to the farmers.

Hon. C. F. Baxter :
-ppinion that you should not
-one elass to suit another.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Whenever indi-
viduals or a firm or the Government em-
ploy men, the first consideration shoulil
be to see that their employees receive
fair and reasonable remuneration, and if
Mr. Baxter is of the opinion that 9s, a
day i1s more than a fair remuneration for
a railway worker [ look upon him in the
natnre of a curiosity. I do not think any
other member here is so tory and hide-
bound as to take up that view. Mr,
Baxler says that a promise has been given
by the Federal Government that they will
‘finance the Government of this State, We
know that the Premier when he made
-overtures to the Prime Minister for the
purpose of negotiating so that public
works might be carried on, he pointed
ount that he had as nearly as possible
‘bronght down the amount which wonld
be required te the irredueible minimum,
What did the Prime Minister say? He
sald he thought that further ecaution
would have to be exercised because it
was ligh enough. There is one phase of
this question 1 take exception to, and it
is that political eapital is being made out
of the negotiations which have passed be-
tween the State and Federal Govern-
menis for the carryving on of the fune-
tions of the Government of Western
Australia. I have been informed that
Bir John Forrest telegraphed to the

I am of the
sacrifice

mayor of Albany that he was providing.

money for the carrying on of public
works for the extension of Albany har-
bour, and he was desirous of soliciting
the support and good will of the electors
of Albany for what he had done. That is
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reducing party politics down, to, I will
not say how low. I venture to say that
Mr. Baxter has only one object in view
in bringing forward this motion, and it
is 1o further lhe interests of the unholy
alliance which is being ereated for poll-
ing day next Saturday.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is character-
islie of you to talk suech nonsense.

Hon. J. CORNELIL: The hon. mem-
ber Las hurled many imputations against
the Scaddan Government and their ad-
ministration, and I think therefore that
T am in order and justified in giving him
a dose of his own medicine. 1f the
medicine is bitter T cannot help it. T
ean only regrei that Mr. Baxter does not
take the medicine as he gives it

Hon. C. T. Baxter: Tt is not bitter;
vou are amusing.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Probably as he
goes along he will lose a good deal of
that cock-sureness which has character-
ised him since lris advent into this Chan-
ber, and he will probably reform, I do
not think he will reform in the direction
my polities lead.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: I hope not.

Hen. J. CORNELL: Tt would be
good for him if he did. There was a
time when ihe hon, member thought as
1 do.

Hon. C. F. BRaxter: Never.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T intend to op-
pose the motion, and I repeat that now
is not the time to submit sueh a motion.
I have saufficient confidence in the Gov-
ernment to know that if the finances of
the State will permit it, in the near
future, the remainder of the Agrieultural
Bank advances will be paid.

Hon. C. F¥. Baxter: The Colonial
Seeretary said that the Government were
husbanding their resourees.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am in closer
touch with the Government ‘than Mr.
Baxter, and 1 admit at once that T am
not in the position to know what will be
the futnve requirements of the Govern-
ment, and furthermore, I am not desir-
ons of knowing., I am prepared to re-
pose my f(rust in the Government to
carry on so far as the finances are con-
cerned, and to keep all men working,
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Hon, C, F. Baxter: You are not do-
ing that when you keep back 50 per
cent. of what is due to the farmers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon, mem-
ber desires that the farmers should not
bear any portion of the burden of the
State,

Hon. C, . Baxter:
it all now.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The hon. mem-
ber would like others to be forced into
the sireet withoui having any say at all
and without having any means of re-
dress. | know many farmers in Mr.
Baxter’s eonstitueney and 1 venture to
say Lhat none of them will countenance
the views he holds. I hope thal the
House will not agree to the molion,

Hon. H. CARSON  (Central) [5.22] :
I desire to supporl the motion moved by
Mr. Baxter and also {o enter my protest
against the action of the Government in
paying only 50 per cent. of the approved
loans to farmers. Nothing has happened
which will lend more to diseredit the
bank than the aclion of the Government
in this regard, I think the Premier made
a grave mistake in issuing such instrue-
tions to the Agrieultural Bank. I know
of many farmers who have been placed
in a serions position on account of their
failure to obtain full payments from the
hank, and not only has the action affected
farmers but also the employees for whom
Mr. Cornell is always so solicitous. Many
men who have been eontracting on farms
have been unable {o receive the money
doe to them from the farmers beecanse of
the action of the Agricultural Bank.
Surely the exchequer must be in a bad
way when the Government has to issue
inslructions that the Agrieultural Bank
are to pay only 10s. in the pound. No-
thing eould damage the eredit of the bank
more than sueh an aetion. I know of in-
slanees where proceedings are likely to
he taken against farmers in regard to the
coniracts which they have left on aceouut
of their inability to pay the contractors.
1 have received several letters in regarid
to the matter, and T know that the posi-
tion is serious. 1 hope that the motion
will be earried, and that the Government
will see that the approved amounts are

They are bearing
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paid in full, so that the liabilities incurred
by the farmers may be met.

On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebateh de-
bate adjourned,

BILL — BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Repori of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly, with amendments.

BILL—KINGIA GRASS TREE CON-
CESSION CONFIRMATION.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—SUPI'LY (No. 2}, £1,450,000.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M, Drew—Ceutral) [5.30] in moving
the second reading said: The passage of
this Bill will enable the Government to
be provided with supplies up to the 31st
December, The decision to make the
Supply Bill cover the period np to the
end of December was arrived at after a
ronference with the leader of the Oppo-
sition, who agreed that such a course
was necessary. The general elections, as
is well known, will take place on the 21st
Oclober, and a new Parliament will be
elected. Tt is possible that there may be
a new (overhment, and in that case they
will require time in order to prepare
Eslimates, The amount asked for under
Genera]l Loan Fund is very small, but
the reason is that the amount granied
under the previous Supply Bill has net
vel been exhausled, and (here is a fair
smount in the shape of o balance re-
maining. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[3.31): Of course I do not intend lo
offer any opposition to the passage of
the Bill in this Chamber. 1 musl say,
however, that I confess I am most griev-
onsly disappointed that the leader of the
House did not take the apportunity of
eiving the House some idea of the finan-
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cial position, and of how the Government
intend to carry on in the interim for
which this supply is asked. T think this
would have been a most fitling oppor-
tunity for him to make some such declara-
tion; not only an opportunity, for I think
ihis House is almost entitled Lo the in-
formation to which I have allnded. We
know, of course, without in any way wish-
g to contribute to a feeling of paniec,
that we must, to a certain extent, eurtail
operations, and it would have been ex-
iremely good of the Colonial Secretary if
he had let us know how the Government
intend to do this, and what steps they
intend to take, Some time ago the hon.
the Premier invited suggestions from all
parties in the State, and from any per-
son who had any suggestion to make. I
shall lake this opportunity of making,
at all events, one snggestion, and that is
this: during the past three years ihe
Ctovernment have, contrary to the opinion
of at all evenis one branch of the Legis-
Iature, embarked upon a series of experi-
ments—and (hey are only experiments--
which have so far proved lo have fallen
very much short of success, T allude Lo
the State trading concerns. If any cur-
tailment of the operations of the Govern-
ment has to be made, I claim that iLhe
most questionable avennes of expenditure
shonld be the first to go. I, thercfore,
heg to make a suggestion to the leader of
the House, and through him to the head
of the Government, that some curiail-
ment should be made in regard to Stare
trading concerns. This provides an og-
portunity when ihe Government could,
without any loss of dignity, very well
withdraw what some members of the
Government, I think, must realise now is
an untenable asset. 1 intend, on this
quesiion, to deal only with State stears-
ships and with nothing else. Speaking
from memory, T understand that {hese
have entailed a loss during the last period
that was reported on of £22,000, I un-
derstand that about £15,000 of thar luss
is directly attributable to one vesgel,
namely, the “Western Australia.”  As
a matter of fact it wounld pay the Gov-
ernment very well indeed if they foclk the
“Western Australia” out into the deep
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water, a little heyond Rottnest, and
nuietly scnttled her.

Hon, R. J. Lynn:
surance, ‘

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: 1If they
simply avoided the cost of running her,
the cost of running her on trips about
which there is apparently very littie to
justify her existence, they would be doing
quife sufficient. One might almost, in
such ereunsstances, suggest a series of
funeral ceremonies to grace the oceasion.
I have, however, a better suggestion to
make and I make it in all seriousness,
Just now the Commonwealth and the
Tmperial Governments are arranging for
the transport of Australian troops fo the
Motherland, and it would be a most ad-
nmirable opportunity for the Government
to show their loyalty, and at the sgame
time (o study the pocket of the State, if
they were to oiffer to them this steamer,
which, I presume, must have some uses,
although she was laid up during twe years
at a time when the world was being
searched for vessels to 2o on charter. She
could not be put to better use. The Gov-
ernment could offer her free to the Im-
perial  Giovernment for use as a troop
ship. I think that would show the way
cut of the difficulty, and would effect a

And took the in-

-considerable saving to the State, without

the loss of any dignity to the Govern-
ment, and would afford a line of retreat
whieh. T am sure, if they studied the in-
ferests of the State, ihey must have been
long looking for.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why not give her to
the beef buccancers Lo send their meat
home in?

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: I do not eatech
the hon. gentleman’s mesaning,

Hon. J. Cornell: You do not want to.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: The hon.
member's meaning, although obseare, is
generally good. T beg to throw out that
suggestion to the Government. T am not
joking. T think this is an admirable op-
portunity whereby they could very well
and gracefully withdraw from their atti-
tude in regard to, at all events, this
branch of the State trading concerus,
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which few members in this House believe
in, and which has beeome the laughing
stock of the country. T regret that the
leader of the House has not thought fit
to take this House .into his confidence in
regard to the intentions of the Gevern-
ment when introducing this Supply Bill.
I have, however, much pleasure in sup-
porting the seeond reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [5.37]:
I can assure hon. members that I have
given them the whole of ihe informa-
tion which has heen placed at my dis-
posal. The hon. gentleman has eriti-
cised the trading econcerns of the Gov-
ernment, but he has only given one in-
stance.

Hon. W, Kingsmill :
lucky.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
passing opinions of that natare the hon.
member should endeavour io be more
gpecific. There is no doubt that the
State Steamship Service is not paying
at the present time. That is well known,
The lhon. member, however, should have
pointed out other trading concerns that
are not paying.

Hon. J. F. Cullen :
that category.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They
are not all in that category.
like the hon. gentleman to show what
other trading concerns run by the Gov-
ernment are nol paying.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : He cannot get the
data,

Hon, W. Kingsmill. I would like you
to consider my suggestion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

You are very

They are all in

In Commitice, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported, without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—WORKERS’ HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter—South) (5.40] : in moving the sec-

I would’
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ond reading said : The short Bill we
new have before ns is one which was
rendered necessary in the first instance
by the present trouble. Quite a number
of reservists who have had to go to the
front bave been those who have work-
ers’ homes and who have been unable
to meet their payments, But the Bill
does not only deal with these. It is a
Bill which is designed to deal with all
cases of hardship., It will bave effect
for all time and not only during the
period of this war. It simply provides
that in cases of lhardship, where the’
holders of workers’ homes, wlether it
be on the leasehold or the freehold sys-
tem, may he relieved of their payments
for the time being, subject to the ap-
proval of the Minister. The Bill is one
whieh, I think the House will agree, is
o very hecessary one, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Hon. H, CARSON (Central) [5.42] :
I do not intend to offer any opposition
to the second reading of this Bill, but I
should like to know if the Honorary

‘Minister could inform us what amount

was due to the board up to the lst Aug-
ust last, and what amount is owing to
the contractors for work which has been
carried out in connection with the
homes,

Hon. J. B. DODD (Honorary Minis.
ter—South—in reply) [543]: I am not
in a position fo say what the amounts are.
I do not know that that has anything
to do with the Bill. It is simply a Bill
providing for deferred payments on the
part of holders of workers’ homes. [do
not see that the amount owing, and the
money which has been advanced, or is
owing to contractors, has anything to do
with the Bill. At all events, I am not
provided with the information.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commillee, etcelera.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon.
J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) in
charge of the Bill,

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2--Power to extend fime :
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Hon, E. M. CLARKE : The Honorary
Minister was not very explicit on this
matier. The first thing which strikes cne
is how much of this money is being owed,
and for what period, It does not say
very mueh for the workers’ homes scheme,
if there is a great deal of money owing
at the present time. The Government
could not have anticipated the war a few
months agn. I think the Minister should
take ns into his conlidence and give us
the information that T have indicated
is desirable we should have. It is gener-
ally reported that the homes are costing
more than was antivipated, and we want
to know how the scheme is working out.

Hon. Sir E, H, WITTENQOM : I
would like to ask the Henorary Minister
for how long it is proposed to extend
the repayments of these moneys. There
does not seem to be any term specified,
and evervthing seems to be left entirely
in the bands of the Minister and upon
such terms and conditions as the board,
with the approval of the Minister, may
think fit. 1t is just as well that, while
we are being generous, we should also
be just, and we onght to know for how
long they can extend this time.

Hon, D. G. GAWLER : Withoat wish-
ing in any way to seem ungenerous bo-
wards the workers, I would like to point
out that if, as the Honorary Minister
said, thig was intended to be inauguraied
lor all time, we are establishing a per-

" petnal morvatorium for workers under
this Aect. The result of that would be
that the general taxpayer would, T pre-
surie, have btn put his hand in his poe-
ket to make up the money. If the
measare is to meet an emergency, sach
as is ereated by the war—and T think we
all thoonght it wag going o be confined
tn that period—one would have no ob-
jection to it. I understand the Henor-
ary Minister. however, to say that the
provisions of the Bill are for all time.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN : I do not think
the Committee should be too critieal
about this Bill. Any private owner in
the same relation to a debtor as this
board will be in relatively to the ten-
ants of the workers’ homes would be
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expected to exercise a reasonable dis-
cretion, aud to show a reasonable leni-
ency at all times; not caly in times &f
war trouble. I understand the Workers’
Homes Aect does not allow the board any
diseretionary power whatever. TUnder
that Aet, the board would have to take
proceedings against any tenant not ful-
filling the letter of the law. A private
owner, however, can exercise leniency,
and the Government, as landlords, have
power to exercise leniency; but the
board, in its capaecity as trustee, has no
siteh power. The object of this Bill real-
ly is nothing but to give tle board
gimilar power; and the hoard can be
trusted to do its hest in the interests of
all parties. ’
Hon. J. CORNELL : 1 hope the Com-
mittee will agree to this clause. I am
the possessor of a worker's dwelling, and
the form of indenture into which T have
entered lies on the Table of the House.
That indenture provides that I shall pay
a certain amount per fortnight in rent, and
that if 1 fail to pay that amount the
huilding shall be immediately forfeited.
Renting from a private landlord, if I
were a fortnight behind he eould give
me a chance to pay. hut the Workers’
Homes Board has no power, legally, to
do that, Legally, the board cannot com-
promise or grant extension of time.
Hon. D. . Gawler: Do you not
think that, in order to be eonsistent, we
would have to introduce the same prin-
ciple into every Government depart-
ment; say, as regards leasehold rents?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The workers’
homes enterprise is the most solvent
and most advantageous enterprise on

which the Government have embarl2d.
In the case of nearly all workers’ homes
the tenants have improved the security.
Tf this Bill does not pass, the hoard
must take that eireumstance as a direc-
tion to fureclose on tenants who cannot
mect their obligations even For a single
fortnight; and probably the board would,
in the result, get a worse tenant than
the one turned out. 'This Bill would ap-
ply to freehold as well as to leasehold
properties,
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Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: I am
quite in aecord with the Bill providing
it is necessary, but from a cursory exam-
ination of the Workers’ Homes Act as
it stands I doubt the necessity of this
gpecial legislation. Section 33 of the
Act provides that if defauolt is made by
the borrower in payment of any instal-
ment, and such defanit continues for
three wmonths, the board can take pro-
ceedings. And Section 39 seems to cover
all that this Bill intends, providing, as
the section does, that in eases of hard-
ship ihe board may extend the time for
making any payment required by the
Act, provided that the deferred payment
shall hear interest at the rate of 5 per
cent. per annum. If the intention of
this amending Bill is merely to vary the
rate of interest which the person unable
to meet his instalment on due date is to
pay, then to my mind the Bill is not
worth passing. Five per cent. seems to
be u reasonable thing, and I do not think
the board is likely to take advantage of
the present crisis to tell a mao in ar-
rears that he must pay G per cent. or 7
per cent. On the other hand, T do not
think the board would be justified in
making the rate of interest lower than 5
per eent. Without some explanation
from the Minister, I fail to see the neces-
sity for this amending Bill,

Hon. C. SOMMERS : There is an
understanding, T believe, that any legis-
lation brought down now shall be of a
temporary nature and relative to mat-
ters of urgency. After a very long ex-
perience of mortgagees and lessees I
find it is not wise to hold out to them
inducements to refrain from paying in-
terest or rent. As a rule, they take full
advantage of any disposition towards
lenieney on the part of the mortgagee or
owner. I did not know that the
Workers’ Homes Act econtained the
provisions to which Mr. Colebatch has
just drawn attention, In view of that
hon. member’s remarks, T eannot recog-
nise any neeessity whatever for this Bill,
If, however, the Bill is to pass, T would
suggest to the Government that a elause
be inserted in it similar to that inserted

{COUNCIL.]

in the Friendly Societies Aet. We shall
have a new Parliament soon; and if it
is found necessary to enact a provision
of a more permanent nature, the mea-
sure ¢an be amended again. The clause
I would suggest is that suspension of
payments shall be granted only for the
length of time a debtor is unemployed
owing to the war, or for such time as
he may be on active service in the naval
or wilitary forees of the Crown. That is
the most we should do; we should not
make a permanent addition of this na-
ture to the Workers’ Homes Aet on prac-
tically the last day of the session. If
the Mipister will limit the Bill to the
period of the wap, it will be more satis-
factory.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 have always
favoured the workers' homes scheme, pro-
vided no loss is entailed. The Siate
makes nothing out of the transactions, the
rent being calenlated on an interest and
sinking fund basis, but it seems now that
if we accept the Bill, there will be a loss
on the transactions. Again, sueh a Bill
as this should be limiled to the period of
the war and should not be of a permanent
nature.

Hon. F. Connor: Can the Minister give
us an idea of the approximate annua
amount which will be affected by the Bill?

Hon. J. E. DODD: In reference to the
question asked by Mr. Clarke as to how
much has been deferred owing to the
necessities of the present time, I do not
Imow that there has been anything yet.
In rveply to Mr. Colebateh, I may say that
our instruetions from the Crown Law De-
partment are that the board has now no
power to defer payments,

Hon, H. P. Colebatch: Then what does
the section in the Act mean?®

IIon. J. E. DODD: I do not know. I
am going on instrnetions from the Crown
Law Department, and T do not think the
department is so foolish as to make a mis-
take when they say that the Aet gives no
power to the hoard to meet such cases
as are now likely to arise, Surely we are
doing nothing verv wrong in proposing
to extend relief to pecessitous cases at
such a time as this. As for limiting the
duration of the Bill, it will be seen that
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hardships might possibly arise in the best
of times; and surely we ecan trust the
workers’ homes board with this power.
An hour or so ago we heard a good deal
about what the Government should do for
the farmers, Now, when we propose to
give relief to another section of the com-
munity, 1t is at once opposed. Some-
thing Like £150,000 in deferred rents is
owing by the farmers, while £67,000 is
owing in interest fo the Agrieultural
Bank. 1f the Commitliee throw out a Bill
of this nature, it will undoubfedly lay
itself open to the charge of class legisla-
tion. The tone of the debate implies that
we should not extend any relief to the
holders of workers’ homes, or at most
that relief should he strictly confined to
the period of the war. notwithstanding

that if it is good to give such relief at the-

present time, it is better to make provi-
sion for extending that relief at any time.
We are only seeking to give the workers’
homes board the power to do what pri-
vate individvals are doing every day,
namely meeting their customers in times
of hardship.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: Nobody
wishes to deprive the Government of the
right Lo extend all possible consideration
to these people, but we are entitled fo
know the meaning of what we are pass-
ing. 'The Minister savs there is no pro-
vision in the Aet under which the board
can grant this consideration. 1 have
uyuoted Section 39 of the Act, which says
in as plain terms as those of the Bill,
that in cases of hardship the board may
extend the time for payment., All we
want is an understanding of what we are
passing. If Seetion 39 has no meaning,
what meaning has the clanse in the Bill
which we are asked to pass? The Min-
ister should consent to an adjournment
and bring Section 39 under the notice of

the Crown Law officers, .

Hon. F. M. CLARKE: We are ex-
pected to pass a measnre like this withont
knowing anything at all about it. Tt is
pointed out that already the power asked
for exists in the principal Act. My sym-
pathies are with the worker, but it can-
not be said that up to the present the
worker has experienced any abnormal
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eonditions. On the othér hand, the
farmer has had a suceession of very poor
seasons. 1 do not propose to oppose the
Bill,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: the principai Act
gives the board power to extend pay-
ments at a certain rate of interest. The
Bill apparently is to eliminate the 5 per
cent. interest speeified in Section 39 of
the Act, and to allow the Government to
extend the date of paymeni without
charging any interest.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: If that is the
object, it should be explained to us.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The principal Act
ment is intended to give the board a free
hand to suspend payment withont neces-
sarily charging interest. I agree with
Mr. Colebateh that an adjournment
shonld be wade and that the Minister
should give the Commitiee some assur-
ance of the effect the passing of the Bill
will have upon the principal Aet. If we
are to understand that payments may be
suspended without interest, then we ae-
cept the full responsibility of giving the
workers’ homes board the opportunity of
doing something, but we do it with our
eves open,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I urge the Min-
ister to agree to an adjournment. I am
entirely in accord with the proposal con-
ditionally on there being no loss to the
State. 'We have been told the Crown
Law Department holds that it is not pos-
sible to wake this extension, but the Aect
provides otherwise. If the matter is re-
ferred back to the Crown Law anthori-
ties, T think they will find that the board
have no power to allow an extension of
(ime unless under payment of five per
cent, interest. If this power is taken
away the whole system will be upset, and
if the scheme becomes an unpayable pro-
position we may defeat ils sueceess.
Scores of people are seeking to pick
holes in this scheme, The Minister
should produce figures to show its posi-
tion. When Bills for Agrieultural Bank
advances are under consideration, the
Minister is able to quote the figures, but,
in conneetion with this Bill, he does not
appear to have any.
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Hon, J, E. Dodd: No figures are re-
quired,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then there are
no arrears.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: This is merely a
measure to deal with cases of hardship.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister
quoted enses of hardship, If there are

no arrears, there can he no hardship.

We are entitled to know the position.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAXN: I cannot un-
derstand the attitnde of Mr., Colebatch.
He said lhe Aet is identical with the Bill.
The two are as different as chalk from
cheese. The hon. member ignored the
proviso, and the whole section is depen-
dent upon the proviso.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: On a point of
order, I object to the hon. member mak-
ing a deliberate mis-statement of that
kind. T read the whole of the section in-
cluding the proviso. To say that I
ignored the provise is something which is
not eorreet.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: The hon.
member made two speeches and conveyed
a wrong impression. In the first he
casually mentioned the proviso as though
it were a matter hardly worthy of atten-
tion, The provise contains the point
which the Government seek to amend.
Section 39 of the Aet, which was referred
to by the hon. member, was guoted on the
first ocecasion, with the provise, and on
the second without the proviso, T will
rend il again—

Tn cases of hardship, the board may
extend the time for waking any pay-
ment required by this Aet: Provided
that the deferred payments shall bear
inlerest at the rate of five per centum
per annum,

The hon, member, in effect, said this was
exactly the same as permitting payments
to be deferred on such terms and eondi-
tions as the board, with the epproval of
the Minister, may think fit. Surely any-
one who can read the English language
ean see that the Bill is totally different
from the Aet. There is & very important
difference between the payment of five
per cent. interest and the granting of
such terms and conditions as the board,
with the approval of the Minister, may
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think fit. The board may think it right
to reduce, or increase, or forego the inter-
est. Surely such extended diseretionary .
power is an important alteration to he
existing Aet. Yet the hon. member con-
tended that the powers asked for are
identical.

Hon, H. P. Colebatch: I never con-
tended anything of the kind.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: Whenever the
hon. member gets into a eorner, he in-
variably says, “I did not say that”” He
should be known as the hon. member for
“1 did not say that.”

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. mem-
ber kindly discuss the clanse?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I am diseus-
sing Ihe contenlion of Mr. Colebatch, and
every member in the House—

Hon. H, P. Colebateh: I again rise o
a point of order, and I think I am en-
{itled to do so when the hon. memper
persists in deliberately misrepresenting
a stafement T made. I read the whole of
the section, and I asked the Mimster
whether the intention of the amendment
was to do away with the interest, or to
vary the interest. I put the whole posi-
tion ¢learly, and never made any =uch
statement or contention as Mr. Kirwan
now suggests.

Hon, J, W, KIRWAN: The hon. mem-
ber gave the impression thai what the
Government desired nnder this Bill was
already provided for in the Aet. The
Bill is totally different from the Act.
Now we are asked to postpone the Rill.
Why? Mr, Holmes wanls to know ex-
actly how mueh this will eost, Could
any Government estimate the number of
necessitous cases which may arise? Do
the Government know how long the war
will last, or what the after effeets will
be? There may be bad seasons; neces-
sitons cases are continually arising, and
how ean the Government give any esti-
male or figures? Is it not abhsurd to sug-
gest (hat the Bill should be adjourmed for
this reason? Mr. Colebateh thought it
should he referred to the Solicitor (Gen-
eral. Surely the measure is plain enongh,
When the Government propose to provide
better terms for the workers, members
should say they do not agree with grant-
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ing further concessions to the workers,
act straightforwardly, and throw the Bill
out on the second reading. I could ad-
mire them for their straightforward atti-
tude and pluck. However, they attempt
to kill the Bill in Committee, or get it de-
layed until the last day of the session,
with the probability that it will not be
passed. As a result of eontinually deing
this sort of thing, the public have an idea
that the House lacks courage, and that
instead of killing a Bill straight out,
members try te kil! it by underhand me-
thods. 1 hope the Minister will not agree
to an adjournment but will divide the
House, and those who vote for an ad-
journment can be regarded as desiring
to deliberately kill the Bill, and as op-
posed (o wiving relief to the workers,
Hon. H., P. COLEBATGH: There is
one feature I wish te bring under the
notice of the Minister. 1 dc oot intend
to refer to the remarks of the hon, mew-
ber who has just spoken. I appeal to
the Minister’s sense of reason. If this
Bill was intended to do what has been
sunggested, it would have been framed in
the form of an amendment to the section
of the existing Act. Tt is a most unusnal
procedure to seek by a Bill of this kind
to amend a section in an existing Act
without making any reference to the Act.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: T thought the Min-
isler did not know that there was suach
a section in the existing Act,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Quite so.
Tf we pass this Bill, we shall have two
Acts of Parlinment on the statuie-buok,
one stating one thing and the other another
thing, without amending the provisions
of the principal Aet. T desire to help
the Government and do not intend to
divide the House on this point. In the
interests of good legislation it is desir-
able that the Minister should consult the
Crown Law anthorifies. If they desire to
amend the existing Aet, to give power to
grant extensions of time withont charg-
ing interest, the Bill should be drafted in
ihe shape of an amendment of Section
39 of the Act. If they desire only power
to make these concessions, it is evident
that the Crown Law auathorifies over-
looked the existing section.
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Hen. J. CORNELL: I think there has
been a misunderstanding. I am totally
in aeccord with Mr, Colebateh that if we
pass this Bill, we will have one Act per-
mitting exiensions on such terms and
conditions as the board, with the appro-
val of the Minister, may think fit, and
another permitting an extension of ume
provided interest at the rate of five per
cent. is paid. The indenfure contains
provigions from other portions of] the
Act, one of whieh states that the lessee
may repay lhe money in instalments of
£10. The point that T desive to make
clear is that there are two provisos in
the indenture. One is that if any instal-
meni is not duly paid within 14 days
afler its due date the lessor may demand
or recover from the lessee a fine of 1d.
per pound or portion of a pound fur
every month or portion of a month during
the period the amount remains unpaid.
Evidently it was contemplated that there
would be a cessalion in the payment of
renis, The other proviso is that if de-
faull be made by the lessee of any instal-
ment with interest thereon for 11 days
afier, the same shall become payable and
the payments made may be forfeited and
the lessor may re-enter the premises and
determine the lease,

Hon. C. Sowmmers:
right through,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, but it is
often construed in thess measures into
“shall,”” We should find out whether or
not it was intended that interest should
be deferred beecanse the weekly payment
on a hwouse of £350 is 13s, 9d., and if the
interest thereon is worked out it will be
found that the tenant has to pay 6s. 6d.
or 7s. in prineipal and the balance in in-
terest.

Hon. S8ir B, H. WITTENOQOM: I
think the length of the debate on ihis
matier is due to the faet that the Hono-
rary Minister did not make the position
clear in his introductory speech. The
Minister did not say that the board had
power to suspend the interest or increase
it, or do away with it, Mr. Kirwan has
made the matter clear, and therefore one
can make up one’s mind what to do. The
Honorary DMinister spoke a good deal

Tt says “may”
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about the feeling displayed with regard
to the worker as against the farmer. I
wonld like to emphasise the point just
touched upon that in these strenuous
times the worker gets a regular wage
of anything from 9s, to 16s. a day,
whereas the farmer gets nothing at all,
and, in faet, runs into debt. The iwo
cases cannot be compared. Since we are
to lake the clause as interpreted by Mr.
Kirwan, T am of opinion that it should
be limited during the time of the war,
and T would be prepared to vote for the
Rill provided that limitation ‘were in-
cluded,

Hon, J. E. DODD: I was under the
impression when I moved the secomd
reading of the Bill that there would not
be any oceasion for a debate, and eon-
sequently I did nol look up the prin-
cipal Aect. I was not aware that there
was a Section 39 which provided for the
extension of time for repayment, but I
do not think it alters the position in any
way whatever. To my mind hon. mem-
bers only sce one side. Mr. Baxter has
continurlly drawn attenlion to-day to the
class legislation of the Government, but
when we refer to the class legislation in-
dulged in in the past it is a horse of a
different e¢olour. Throughout to-night we
bave had nothing but class legislation.
Now we are asking that something should
be done for the worker, and hon. mem-
bers see the thing in an entirely dif-
ferent light. Mr. Colebateh quoted Sec-
tion 33 of the pringipal Aet in which
provision is made for three months’ ex-
emption from payment, but Mr, Cole-
batch did not read the section right
through, Tf he had done so he would
have found lhat when the worker ceased
to make payment for three months the
whole of the loan hecame repayable to
the beoard.

Hon. D. G. Gawler:
sued for it.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Yes, and sold up.

Hon, H. P. Colebateh: Surely Sec-
tion 39 covers that.

Hon, J. E, DODD: Let ns consider
Section 39, which says that in cases of
bardship the board may extend the time
for making any payment required by

And he may be
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the Aet, It does not say that the board
may extend the time of making all pay-
ments,. We are now dealing with all
payments, and that is what the Bil] will
do. A man may be away for 12 months
and his payments may aceumulate, and
when he returng he may be able to repay
those aecnmulations. Tf a wan is not
able to make his payments within a cer-
tain date, the rate of iuterest inereases.
Aceording to Lhe Bill the hoard may fix
any terms and conditions they may think
fit. Why on earth figuves are reguired
in eonnection with a small measure of
this kind I do not know, If figures are
needed as o what the arrears are now
I think T wonld be safe in saying that
they are a mere bagalelle, because the
board insist on payments being made.
Personally I can see nothing to be pained
by deferring consideration of the clause.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I support
the Bill as it stands with a parting kick
that these thrice aceursed Government
socialistic performances are likely to
land the couniry in a most serious diffi-
eutty, Mr. Colebateh has pointed out.
and with force, that this clanse is prae-
lically on the same lines as the seckion
in the Aet. I think it might be argued
that there is a slight difference, and such
as it is it wight be given to the Govern-
ment. What has made me decide to vote
for the elawse is the comment by
Mr. Cullen, who poinled out that this
gives to the Government practically the
same power that every private inort-
gagee has. The mortgagee will look at
the conditions of the case, and he will
eharge his five or six per cent. and pos-
sibly more, or he will let the thing go on.
In order to meet the borrower’s require-
menis, he has a way of finding oul wn-
der the system we have been working on
here for the past 20 years. The Govern-
ment are bound hard and fast, Mr.
Colebateh has expressed his willingness
to let this go through, and he has econ-
tented himself by simply pointing out
the folly of inserting a clause similar to
a section already in existence. The only
thing that appeals to me is the question
of expense, It is probably cheaper to
put this elause through than it is to de-
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lay the business of the country in order
to enable the Minmister to consult the
Crown law authorities,

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Af the close of
a session we should not be asked to
amend a measure except in a temporary
manner. There seems to be a doubt as
to whether there is a necessity for this
Bill, and to make the matier clear, and
in order to give the Government the as-
sistance they need in a temporary way,
T intend at a later stage to move a new
clause the effect of which will be that the
Act shall have operation only durigg
such period as the Governor may from
time to time proclaim, and during ihe
existence of the war. That will get the
Government out of the difficulty, and as-
sist to provide relief during these
troublesome times, It must be borne in
mind that the country ean make ne pro-
fit out of the workers’ homes. At the
very best the Government ean only get
baek the money they have advanced. I
very much doubt even if the whole in-
terest and prineipal are paid whether
sufficient provision has been made that
the whole cost will be paid. There are
plenty of these buildings which have
been faultily constructed ne matter how
close the supervision may have been.
With a building having a life of 30 years
there is bound to be a loss. The country
is going to lose in any case. The homes
go up and the distriet goes down, and
they become aimost worthless. Further,
they get inlo the hands of people who
do not take verv much eare of them, and
as a result they often go back in value
very considerably. I think the Honorary
Minister will be wise if he aceepted the
proposal I have indieated.

Hon, F. CONNOR: Whilst I do not
intend to oppose the elanse I do think
that the Minister in charge of the Bill
shounld have enlightened the House as to
the amount which is covered by the
operation of the proposed Aecf. Is it a
million or is it half a million pounds?
How much are we dealing with? It is not
a guestion of what is in arrears; that is
not material. What is the amount of the

liability that the workers’ homes owe to’

the Government? It is a question which
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requires very deep consideration, and'
before we give our sanction to the Bill
we should know approximately what the
amount is we are dealing with.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: I trust thai
the new clause foreshadowed by the hon.
Mr. Sommers will not be earried. With
regard to the statement by the hon. Mr.
Connor as to how much money is con-
cerned, if he will glance at the report of
the chairman of the workers’ homes
board for the year ending 30th June,
1913, be will surely find sufficient fgures
to enlighten mm.

Hon, H. P. Colebat¢ch: That is 15
months ago.
Hon, J, W. KIRWAN : That being

so, there should be ne necessity for the
Honorary Minister to go further into
the matter. I hope that this amendment
will not be carried for the reason that
under the Aet, it is compulsory for the
board to charge 5 per cent. interest. If
the Bill be carried without this pro-
vision regarding the war it will be in
the discretion of the board to charge any
interest. After the war there may be
Aeectuations in interest rates. It may be
necessary to charge a higher or lower
rate of interest, as the case may be. At
this particular time, when we are face
to face with a crisis, I think it is essen-
tial that the board should have full
discretionary power in the matter of in-
terest. It is not right to arbitrarily fix
the rate of interest now, and it is very
mueh better to give the board, in which
T think the entire House has full con-
fidenge, discretionary power to aet as it
thinks best in the interests of the work-
ers’ homes scheme.

Ton. ls. M¢LARTY: I agree with the
remarks whieh have fallen from the hon.
Mr. Sommers. There should be some
limit to the powers which are given to
the board. My opinton has always been
that the country will gain nothing by
the workers’ homes scheme, and that
they stand to lose a great deal. It is a
very doubtful question whether we
shonld put inte the hands of the board
power to regulate interest. All soris of
appeals will be made to them. I do not
see that it will interfere with the Bill
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in any way if it is restricted to the time
of war. If it is necessary when that
time expires to amend the Act there is
no reason why that should not be done.
With regard to the remarks of the hon.
Mr, Kirwan, I see that no mention is
made that the interest should be sus-
pended altogether or should be increased.
I do not agree that such a question
should be left in the hands of the board
-=nof. however, that L have not confi-
dence in it. 1 cannot see that it would
affect the Bill if the suggestion of -the
lion. !r. Sommers were carried ouf.
Hon. H. MILLINGTON : I hope the
clause will be earried as printed. 1 may
point ouni that the wording of the Aect
is entirely different from that of this
Bill, I think we can rest assured that
those concerned have gone into the ques-
tion and come to the conclusion that
the measure is nccessary. Most hon,
members are inclined to let the Bill go
through if the Government think it is
necessary, and evidently they do think
so. The clause referring to the matter
in the Aect stales distinctly that in cases
of hardship the board may extend [he
time for making any payvmnents vequired
by the Aet, providing that the deferred
pazyment shall bear interest at the rate
of 5 per cent. per annum. That means
that it can only be done provisionally,
and that they are hound by the condi-
tions under whieh they give the re-
outired concession.  Under the clause we
are considering, however, they are al-
lowed to give time for deferred payment,
and it states the terms and counditions
under which this can be done, that a
special malter has to go before the Min-
ister for consideration, and that it ean
only be done with the approval of the
Amister. I maintain that the Aet and
the Bill are not identical, and T am eon-
fident that those responsible for intro-
ducing this new elause have put it for-
ward after due consideration, believing
it to be absolutely necessary in order to
safeguard the Government and those who
nre the lessees or the owners of work-
ers’ homes. We require special con-
sideration to he given at a special time,
and the clause has been carefully drafi-
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ed with that object, 1t is idle to say
that it is the same as the old clause and
will have the same effect, 1 hope the
Commitiee will pass the elause without
further delay,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : This is in-
fringing one of the first prineciples of
draftsinanskip.  If the clanse of the
original Aet meant to earry out what is
contained in the present Bill it seems
fo me that there are two clauses run-
uing side by side, one in each Aect, which
praciienily mean fhe same thing. Let
me point out to the Honorary Minijster
what a simple thing it would have heen,
il the clause is to be amended, if the
amendment had been made. Instead of
the Bill setting out Clause 2 as it does,
it would have been necessary only to
lave said that, notwithstanding the pro-
vigo contained in Section 39 of the prin-
cipal Aef, the board may at any time
citler remit altogether payment of in-
terest, or defer payment until such time,
sr upon any terms and conditions as
they think fit. That would dispose of the
whole matter. | canuot help thinking
that the Crewn Law authorities eannot
have had the clause before them when
they framed it. I do not think that, as
a matter of solicitude in draftsmanship
Tor which this Commitiec ought to have
regard, we should let a elause like this
£o through without protest. It would
not take long to consull ihe Crown Soli-
¢ilor to-morrow; and if that officer says
the elause is necessary, we could let it
go through.

Clause puf and passed.

New clanse:

Hon, €, BOMMERS: I move—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 3:—“This :let shall have
operation only during such period es
the Governor may from lime lo time
by proclamation declare, when a state
of war exists between the United King-
dom and some other power”

The Government have got all they desire
in ihis Bill, to give relief 1o the holders
of workers' homes going to the front. It
is to the credit of those men thal they
are going to the front, and we are hound
to protect them. A new Parliament will
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be sitting in the new year; and if the
war eontinues and the Government con-
sider they need this measure for a longer
period, they can get if extended. T again
mention that the understanding is that
we shall not tinker with Aets of Parlia-
ment at the present stage, except to meet
neeessilies occasioned by the war.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: Apart from
the inadvisableness of tying the bourd's
hands in regard to the rate of interest, as
proposed by this new clanse, there is an-
other point which Mr. Sommers has over-
looked —that this measure ceases to bave
any operation immediately a proclama-
tion is issned that a state of war mno
longer exists. The effects of the war,
however, may persist for many months
after the conclusion of the war. A widow,
for example, should not be deprived of
the benefits of this measure immediately
on peace being concluded. If the new
clause is to be carried, then I would sug-
gest a further provision in the direction
1 have indicated.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): Whilst I have no intention of
dividing the Committee on the new
clause proposed by Mr, Sommers, I fail
to see any reason why it should be car-
ried. If the Committee should see fit to
earry the new clanse, then of course it
will remain for another place fo say
whether or not the provision is to be
accepted there, A case of hardship
might be dealt with by the board whether
sneh case oceurred in iime of war or in
ordinary times.

Hon, D. &. Gawler: The board has that
power under the original Aect.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): I do not think so. There can be
nothing wrong in allowing the members
of the board, who are practical men, lo
decide these guestions, *

Houn. W, PATRICK: I would ask
Mr, Sommers to withdraw the new
clause. We had better let the Bill stand

as il is, and so leave the whole responsi-

bility on the board.

Hon, (¢, SOMMERS: I am not very
parlicular about the new clanse. It ap-
pears to me. however, that there has been
a slight breach of faith, inasmuch as this
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measure is not urgent in that respect. In
any case, the Government have got every-
thing they asked. If a further amend-
ment is required, we might provide that
the operation of this measure should con-
tinne during the war and for six months
beyond its conclusion, I ask leave to
withdraw the new clause.
Leave to withdraw proposed new
clause refused,
New clause put, and a division taken
with the following results:—
Ayes .. . .. B9
Noes .. .. .. 15

Majority against .. 8

AvVES.

Hon. E. McLarty

Hon. C. Sommers

iHen. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom

Hon. H. P. Colebatch
(Teller).

Hon. J. F. Allen
Hon, J. Duffell
Hon. D. G. Gawler
Hob. V. Hamersley
Eign., 1. J. Holmes

Noes.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon® C. McKenzie
Hsn, H. Milllngion
Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. G. M. Sewell
Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. Cornell
{Teller),

Hon, R. G. Ardagh
Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hon, H. Carson
Hen, E, M. Clarke
Hoo. F. Connor
Hon. J. F. Cuilen
Hon, J. E. Dodd
Hon. J. M. Drew

New clause thus negatived,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted,

Third Reading. ,

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster) [8.23]: In moving the third read-
ing of thig Bill, T may just point out for
{he information of hon. members thab
Section 39 of the prinecipal Act has been
entirely repealed,

Hon, W, Kingsmill: By what is it re-
placed?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): T will read the repealed section
contained in the Workers’ Homes Act
Awmendment Act, 1912:—

Seetion thirly-nine of the principal
Act is repealed, and a section is in-
serted in place thereof, as follows:—

39. If any payment required by
this Act to be made by a lessee or bor-
rower is not paid within fourteen days
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afier its due date, the lessee or bor-
rower shall be liable to a fine of one
penny per pound or portion of a
pound thereof for every month or por-
tion of a month during which the pay-
ment required to be made remains un-
paid after the expiration of such 14
days.
1 move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time,
Question pnt and passed,
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—LEEDERVILLE RATES
VALIDATION,

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—~Central) [8.25] in moving
the second reading said: Some days ago
I asked the House to pass a Bill vali-
dating rates illegally struck by the Cof-
tesloe Municipality, I propose to-night
to submit a méhsure of a similar char-
acter., This is a Bill valhidating certain
rates sitruck by the Leederville muni-
cipality, which rates, owing {¢o an in-
formality, have been illegally siruck. The
mayor of the municipality omitted to
imtial the rate-book, and, in addition,
failed to fulfi] completely another duty
required of Lim, namely, to publish in a
newspaper, in accordance with the Aect,
a copy of the memorandum appearing
in the rate book. 1t appears that the
mayor published the memorandum, but
didl not publish it in full. These omis-
sions were discovered by some enterpris-
ing genfleman, who ecireulated the infor-
mation, with the result that many rate-
payers declined to pay their rates. Then
the municipality brought the matter
nnder the nolice of the Minister for
Works, who sent one of his officers to
make an investigation. This officer dis-
covered that, although the books were in
perfect order, there were other blunders
extending over several years, blunders in

addition to the omissions to Initial the-

rate book and to publish the memor-
andum in proper form. They were mere
blunders, nothing more than errors, but
slill ecaleulalied fo invalidate the rates
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struck, The preseni. Bill is introduced
for the purpose of relieving the position
and validating the course taken by the
municipalily in connection with the strik-
ing of the rales affected. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.27]: Without suggesting
that a drastic course should be adopted
in connection with this Bili, I wish (o
mention that there is a section of the
Muuvieipalities Aet which provides that
cerlain penalties ean be visited on those
responsible for not sufficiently eomplying
with the requirements of that Act. We
have seen o lot of these Bills to validale
raies, and while T do not wish to suggest
an extreme course in this ease, I think it
would probably be well if the Govern-
ment brought prominenily before mayors
and other local authorities the necessity
for making themselves aeguainted with
the provisions of the Municipalities Aet
and kindred Acts, so that the time of
Parliameent shall not he wasted in passing
these continual validating measures.
There is only one point 1 particularly
wish to mention. T have already brought
it informally before the leader of the
House. I wish to make sure thai Clause
2 will not operate te bring about what
would be a considerable nnfairness, were
it so, in regard Lo soma of the ratepayers
of Leederville. Hon. members are aware
that there is a Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply, Sewerage, and Drainage Aet in
foree, and that under it ratepayers eon-
nected with the sewerage system have to
pav a rafe to the Governmenf, Section
102 of that Act reads as follows:—

When any land becomes ratable un-

der seetion ninety-one and the owner
or oceupier shall have paid or shall be
iable to pay to the local authority a
sanitary rate in respeci of the same
land for the same period as that for
which a sewerage rate has been made
and levied under this Aect, the local
authority shall repay or allow a rebate
of a proportionate part of such sani-
tary rates, such rebaie to be caleulated
from the time when the eonneciions to
the land bhave been made.
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It means that the ratepayer shall not be
double banked by the sewerage rate and
the loeal authorities’ rate, A number of
ratepayers there have been connected
with the sewerage system, but have not,
as yet, had any rebate from the local
authority, 1 want to be sure that the
clause validating the rates (hat have been
made by the Leederville municipality,
does not in any way confliet with the
right of the ratepayers to get a rebate
under the Act 1 have alluded to. 1 do
nol think it ean be so, but 1 would like
an assurance on the point, I hope the
Minister will leave the third reading uu-
til to-morrow, so that, if necessary, we
can consider the point on recommittal.

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Meiropoli-
tan-Suburban) [8.32]: I would like to
support the remarks of the hon. member,
Leederville being in the DMetropolitan
area. ] hope the Minister will agree fo
the suggesiion made.

The COLONIAIL SECRETARY:
{(Hon. J. M. Drew—Central—in reply)
[8.32]: T agree with Mr. Gawler that
it is about time the municipalities hegan
to know their duties, T believe the Min-
ister for Works intends to issue instrue-
tions to the municipalities in regard lo
what must be done to comply with the
Acl. If a prosecution is enforeed the
mayor has to siand the trial, and it is
reeognised thal the mayor is an innocent
person in the matter. The town elerk is
practieally responsible for the negleet,
so it wonld be searcely fair to prosecute
the mayor for the town clerk’s negli-
wence, In regard to the point raised by
Mr, Glawler, concerning ihe rights of the
ratepayers, 1 do not think it is neees-
sary te consult the Crown Law Depart-
ment, because the Bill simply validates
rates which the municipality was entitled
to levy. Tt goes no farther than that,

Hon, D. &. Gawler: I do not think
there is much necessity to make very ex-
haunstive inquiries.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
1 had reason to believe there was, I
would agree to delaying the measure.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

1009

In Commil__e.
Bill passed through Cowmmittee with-
out debale, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted,

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).
Second Weading.

Hon, J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-

ter—South) [8.36] in moving the second
reading said: The Rill is intended to
remain in operation until Marceh, 1915. it
gives the Governor power by proclama-
tion to restrict, and even prohibit the sale
of intoxieating liquor in any part of any
licensing district. The reason for it is
that in Western Austratia we have a
latge wnmber of persons who are not
naturalised subjests of the British Em-
pire.  In some localities they are in a
majority, and it is quite possible that in
some state of exeitement among them,
brought about by the fluetuations of the
war, (rouble may lake plaee if they are
sllowed lo have free and unrestricted in-
dutgence in liguor. Apart from that, the
prohibition, or limitation. of the sale of
liqior has been imposed in several ¢onn-
iries affected by the war. In Greal
Britain itself (he sale of liquor has been
limited to a very great degree. The Bill
provides that it shall be an offence to
sell liquor in any part of any licensing
district which may be defined by pro-
clamation, Moreover, the opening and
closing times of public honses and places
where liquor is sold may he preseribed,
and the powers given to the police un-
der the Tllicit Sale of Liquor Aect are
also given to the police under the Bill.
Those powers are somewhat extensive, In
addition to that, further powers are
given to the police in regard to search-
ing for liquor wherever they think it may
be, and power is given to seize that
liguor and hold it in possesion while the
proclamation is in foree, There Is a
somewhat important amendment which,
if the second reading is earried, I pro-
pose to move, but T think it would be as
well to hold it over until to-morrow, in
order that the amendment may appear
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ont'the Nolice Paper for the information
of hon. wembers.

Hon. J. F, Cullen: The Minister had
better read it now.

Hon. J. E, DODD: The amendment
15 to provide that the landlord shall abale
some of the rent if the license is tem-
porarily withdrawn., If it goes on the
Notice Paper for to-morrow hon, mem-
bers will be able to see exacily what it
means. It preseribes that if the landlord
gnd the lessee or sub-lessee of licensed
premises eannol arrive at an agreement
as to the rent lo be paid in the extra-
ordinary circumstances which I have sug-
wested, the matter shall be referred to
the chairman of the licensing ecourt for
the district in which the licensed pre-
mises are situnted, and the arbitrator
may, in his discretion, award that the
rent to be paid shall be at such reduced
rale ns the arbitrator shall, in the eir-
cumstances, deem reasonable, and his
award shall be binding on the parties, and
final. The Bill is, undoubtedly, a
drastic one, but it is thought that the
necessities which may arise entitle the
Government to ask that the measure be
passed. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Suborban) [S5.42]: As the Minister
rightly pointed out, the Bill is a very
drastic one. I am not going to oppose
it enlirely, but I contend that it requires
a good deal of consideration. The Minis-
ter called attention to isolated cases in
parts of the State where many foreigners
are in residence, In such cases, no doubt,
drastic legislation is very neeessary, but
when we have a Bill like this sent up to
us we have to take into consideration that
it is not to apply to isolated eases only.
but to the whole of the State. Great
powers are conferred under the Bill, and
when we remember remarks made by
Ministers quite recenily, it gives us panse,
When waited upon by a section of the
communily and asked for amendments,
their reply was “You are only asking
for half a loaf; .if you asked for the
whole loaf probably yon wonld get it.”
When we bear in mind remarks like that
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and find ourselves faced with a Bill like
ihis, we naturally ask what is the effect
of it? Although the Bill js of a very
draslic nature, it is, at the same time,
of a jelly-fish nature, in that it does not
contain any backbone whatever, The
Government have not sent ns up a mea-
sure having for ils object something de-
finite, It way be right or it may not be
right to confer such powers as are coun-
tained i Clause 2. If it is right,
then {he elanse shonld have been more
definite; if it is not right the eclause
should not appear there at all, Under
Cluuse 3 full power is granted, if neces-
sary, to close hotels altogether, or o
close them for a limited time. I am pre-
pared to go cven further than Clause 3,
This clause is in nceordanee with See-
tion 97 of the Licensing Aet, which
provides that hotels shall be open for
the sale of liquor botween the hours of
G am, and 11 p.m. This may be all very
well under ordinary cireumstances, but
on this occasion we are asked to agree to
drastic legislation owing to the unset-
Hed times in which we are living, There-
fore, if the Bill is to aceomplish any-
thing, this Honse should have a say as
1o what it should provide. We are pre-
pared to shoulder our responsibilifies to
the community and fix a definite time
during which licensed houses shall be
open for the sale of liquor, at any rate
those im the metropolitan area.  There
are parts of the State to which the mea-
sure would apply very aptly, but what
would be applicable to remote parls
would not apply to the capital or the
metropolitan-suburban area. When the
Bill reaches the Commiltee stage, T in-
tend to move an amendment to Clanse 3
to the effeet that no liquor shall be sold

_between the hours of 9 p.m, and 9 a.m.

In this way we will be taking a stand
and showing that there is some neces-
sity for legislation of an unusual char-
acter as applied to the drink traffic at this
period, But when we are faced
with a Bill eonched in such terms as this
one is. I eannot regard it as being of
other than a jelly-fish nature; certainly
there 18 no backbone m it. Powers are
asked for to delegate to someone else.



{2 Seprexegr, 1914.]

It is our duty to provide something de-
finite and stipulate that no liquor shail
be sold after 9 p.m, at night. If eir-
cumstances which we cannot now fore-
see, but which I hope will not eventu-
ate, render it necessary to close hotels
ulogether, the position can be met un-
der Clause 2. T connot for the life of
me see the use of sending a Bill of this
nature to this Tlonse for consideration,
especially in view of the proposed amend-
ment indicated by the Honorary Minis-
ter. TRecollecting the remarks made by
a Minister of the Crown to a deputation
a few weeks ago, it hehoves us to carve-
fully consider this measure clause by
cluuse. At the same tiine I wish it to be
understood that I do not oppose the Bill
in its entirety. I believe it right and
proper that we shonld legislate for re-
stricted hours of trading. But I will not
he a party to delegating the whole of our
powers aud responsihilities to someone
clse,

Hon., J. ¥. CULLEN (South-East)
{§.307: The hLon. member has miscon-
ceived the object of the Bill. Tt is not
infended lo mmend the Licensing Act.

Hon, J. Duffell: No, it is to give power
io someone else {0 do as he likes,

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: Tt is designed
ig give temporary power to the respon-
sihle Governmeni of the day to step in
i cases of emergency. Shonld llere he
risk of a riol in any part of the State,
the Government can step in. All parties
in another place have agreed 1o this Bill.
The clauses piving lhis power to the
Government are amply safeguarded now
that the Minister has submitted an
amendment providing against the only
possible injustice that might arise, How-
ever, T desire the Minister to look care-
fully at Clawse 5, which does not confer
special powers on finisters whose discre-
tion he can frust, but confers enormons
additional powers on policemen, “Any
police officer may, without warrant, enter
and search any unlicensed premises,” for
instance, our houses, “or detain and
scarch any vehicle, boat, or vessel, in or
npen which he may have reason to be-
lieve liquor to be, in any licensing dis-
triet.” and he ean confiseate that liquor.
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Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Without
the order of his superior officer.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Yes. This was
not the intention of the framers of the
Bill. The intention of the framers of
the measure was to deal with liquor for
illicit purposes. It is unreasonable that
the police should be able 1o enter, say,
the Lhiouse of the P'resident or the Chair-
man of Committees to look for a bottle
of wine and confiseate it. It was never
cantemplated that a policeman at his
own sweet will, and perhaps wlhen in an
excited state of mind, should be allowed
{o enter any house and seize woy drop of
liquor he may find,

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: That is if it is for
sale.

Hon, J. F, CULLEN: Even if il were
for christening purposes; the elanse does
nol stipulate if it is for sale. T think
the clanse is intended to apply to liquor
for illicit purposes, I shall ask members
in Commiltee to agree to an amendment
whiclh will make this clear. It would be
intoterable if any policeman

Hon, J, W, Kirwan: You are only
giving the police power to enforece the
measure. It is to be brought info opera-
tion hy proclamation in cerlain districts.

Hon. J. . CCLLEN: Those districts
may inelnde thousands of innocent
houses.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Youn arve only
giving the poliee power o enforce the
measure you are passnig,

Eon. J. F. CULLEXN: It will be giving
the police power {¢ enter any private
house,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: How else can the
evil he dealt with?

Hon, J. ¥, CCLLEN: There must be
reason to believe that there is liquor on
the premises for illicit purposes. There
may be liquor in praetically every house
for innocent purposes,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Tt is only where
the police have reason to believe so that
they can enter.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: It will be neces-
sary to safeguard the clause. As to giv-
ing the ample powers under this Bill to
ihe Government representing the whole
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country, the House will do so, believing
that no Government will exceed what is
absolutely necessary in the exerecise of
such discretionary powers. We do not
lmow llow soon it may be necessary to
exercise the powers conferred by ths
measure,

Hon., J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster—South—in reply) [8.54]: Once
again I wish to point out that the mea-
sure is to remain in operalion for only
six months, In regard to ¢the point
raised by Mr. Cullen, I admit that the
clause is fairly drastie, but, under the
Hlicit Sale of Liquor Act passed last ses-
sion the police have not sufficient powers
to effeetmally cope with sly-grog selling.
In regard to the point raised by Mr.
Duffell, the proclamation may apply only
to any given licensing district or part of
a licensing district. If a proclamation
is made, it does not follow that it will
apply to the whole State. If hon, mem-
bers desire to move any amendments, I
ask them to place them on the Notice
Paper.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

SPECIAL LEASE ENABLING.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Central) [8.56] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is {o
ratify an agreement made between the
Minister for Agrienlture and Mr. Heector
William Cole as the representative of a
Melbourne syndicate. The syndicate pro-
posed to embark upon tropical agricul-
ture in the North-West of this State.
They feel eonvinced that {ropieal agricul-
ture can be established on a commerecial
basis if the conditions of this agreement
enlered inio between the Minister for
Agriculiure and Mr. Cole prove accept-
able to Parliament, Mr, Cole was de-
sirous of securing this holding under con-
ditional purchase, but it was impossible
for bim to do so under the Land Act of
1598 and its amendments., Ti could not
be done except through the medinm of
special legislation, The Bill provides for

BILLI.
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a lease of 20,000 acres in the Kimberley
division. It is sitnated eastward of the
Presbyterian mission in the vicinity of
Hanover Bay. I have placed on the Table
of the House a map indicating the lo-
eality.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Is it East
or West Kimberley?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: West
Kimberley. For the first seven years the
lessee will pay a peppercorn rental. He
is obliged under the terms of the agree-
ment to pay the survey fees. From the
seventh to the twentieth year, the annual
rental is to be £125, which is 214 per
cent. on the assessed capital unimproved
value of the land. The ecapital unim-
proved value of the land is estimated to
be £5,000. At no time under the agree-
ment shall the capital unimproved value
be assessed af more than £10,000. The
term of the lease is 99 years, and a pro-
vision i3 made that any portion of the
land inecluded in the lease may be ex-
cbanged with the Presbyterian mission
authorities, It is necessary that some
arrangement should be made with the
Presbyterian mission authorities by the
lessee in order that he may find an outlet
to the coast, and the Presbyterian church
authorities are agreeable to fransfer to
him a portion of their land in substitu-
tion for some of his,

Hon, W. Kingsmill: It is right on the
eoast.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
east of the Presbyterian wmission,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: According to the
plan it is on a navigable river,

Hon. W. Patrick: Aecording to the
plan it is right on the coast.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
think it is 15 miles from the Presbyterian
mission, and the mission land extends
close to the coast. The lessee is reguired
to clear 500 acres in the first two years,
and cultivate 500 acres during the third
vear, and during and after the fourth
year must euliivate the area with some
kind of tropical product.

Hon. W, Kingsmill :
rague.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : After
that he must elear and eultivate not less

That is a bit
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than an additional 50 acres per anoum
uwndil a total of 1,000 acres is under eulti-
vation.

Hon. J. ¥, Cullen: What docs he wani
all that land for?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Surely to goodness hun. members would
not expect 2 man o po there and start
raising tropical products on 1,000 acres
of land. I suppose he will require to
stock a portion of it in order to assisl
his station. Hon. members will probably
come to the conclusion that 20,000 acres
15 a large area, but in this part of the
State there are millions of acres beld
under pastoral lease, In this locality
there has been no pastoral lease taken
up for many years. It was held under
pastoral lease at one time, but owing to
the savage and murderous character of
the natives, the lease was abandoned, and
unlil the missionary people started there
it was impossible for anyone to seitle
in the loeality.

Hon. W, Kingsmill :
now ¢

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
they have tamed the natives, and paved
the way towards settlement. When T
heard that this application was about io
be made 1 minuted the Minister for Agri-
rulture not to take steps towards approv-
ing it until T had econsulted with the
mission authorilies and discovered that
it was a sufficient distance from the mis-
sion station, and that there would be no
likelihood of a detrimental effect on the
zaod work done by the mission. I move—

That the Bill e now read a second
time.

Hon, W. PATRICK (Central) [9.3]:
T think thisisa particalarly unwise Bill.
1£ the Government wish to encourage peo-
ple to take up land for the purpose of
raising tropical produets they ought lo
introduce a special measure dealing with
lands suitable for that purpose in the
northern portions of the State so ihat
evervone niight have the same oppor-
tunity. One thing has struek me in look-
ing throngh the agreement, that it was
made on the 23rd Juue of this year, over
two months ago, and the Bill is brought
before us at a time when it is impossible

r3zl

Is it possible
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to give il any consideration., [ do noi
think it would be wise for the House to
agree to the alienation of 20,000 acres
of land in one of the best portions of
the State, This land is on the eoast, Ii
is proposed to give what is praciieally
lhe freehold for 99 years. .

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom: And wel
lte deserves it if he makes a success of it.

Hon, W. PATRICK: I know some-
thing of tropieal agriculture, having
spent several years on a sugar plantation,
and 1 know that 20,000 acres, if properly
cultivated would maintain a population
of 5,000 people at the least. We know
that Australia, outside of Queensland,
knows not what is meant by tropical
agrieulture. Take Barbadoes TIsland in
the West Indies. It maintains a pepu-
lation of nearly 300,000 people, and the
men there are sometbing of the stamp of
Jaek Johnson, and the island exporls are
valued at a million sterling. That is
what 160 square miles will do when pro-
perly cultivated. Here we propose to
give away 20,000 acres on eondition thal
during a long period of time 1,000 acres
may be cultivated on ridienlously easy
lcrms. Tt will be pure folly to ratify
this agreement. The only way io pro-
perly enecourage tropical agriculture is,
as 1 have stated, to introduce a special
measure dealing with the northern coun-
try so thal anyone may have the oppor-
tunity of taking up land. At the present
time they eannoft do so. 1t is foolish to
zive a special concession of 20,000 acres
of possibly the most valuable land in the
northern portion of ihe Stale. For the
first seven years the rental in this in-
stanee 15 to he merely peppercorn, and
then at the raie of £125 per annum, and
the only condition imposed is that 500
acres shall be cleared during the first iwo
vears, and 300 acres cultivated in the
following year. T strongly oppose the
Bill, It will be a very foolish thing un
the part of the House to agree to alienate
20,000 acres of our northern couniry on
such ridiculous terms as those embodied
in the Bill. ‘

Hon. Sir kK. H. WITTENOOM
(North) [9.8]: T desire to express my
admiration of the Govermment in accept-



1014

ing this proposal and carrying it out. I
think that anyone who underiakes an
enferprise of this nature deserves the
highest commendation and encourage-
menl, Mr. Pairick has taken exception
to the lurue area granted, but we must
remember that whoever these people are,
they eannot cultivate it all at once, and
it may be part of their object to go in
for cattle breeding to assist them in their
work and offer some inducemeni for
workers and labourers to assisi then,
We have also heard from Mr. Patrick
of the extremely valuable nature of the
land in rthis part of the State. May
1 ask in all sincerity why no one has
ever conceived this idea before, why no
vne has ever rushed this valuable land?

Hon. W. Patriek: Thev have never had

e opportunity.
" Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
Government have to actually offer it at
a peppercorn rental, and when we do
get someone to take it up we find that
obstacles are thrown in the way., Al-
though we may be prepared to regard the
deal as a liberal, and even a prodigal one,
if we can induee this particular individual
to show (o other people that he can make
a success of the venture, much zood will
result, The gnestion of labour in thosge
regions will be exceedingly troublesome.
T think in all sineerity we ean let the
poor fellow have u. He has my sym-
pathy, and if he makes a sueccess of if
I shall congratulate him on everything
he ¢an get from it. J have much pleasure
in hearlily supporting the second reading
of the Bill.

IDon. E. MeLARTY (South-Wesl)
[9.13]: 1 intend to support the Bill. Mr.
Patrick has arrived at the conelusion
that this is a valuable portion of the
State. How is it thal no one has ever
attempted to go there? No one can pus-
sibly go there until the track of eivilisa-
tion has been paved. As to the libervality
of the agreement T think the Government
have made a good deal indeed. The rent
they will get T think is enormons, and I
am only surprised that any one could be
found with the pluck to start on such a
venture at such a ‘rental, With regard
to the peppercorn reotal for the €ret
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seven years, I think that if the period
had been extended to 14 years {he gilt
would not have heen a great one. We
want to test this eountry, and {o find out
whether it is eapable of heing cultivated.
There are millions of acres theve, hut in
that particular part of the Stale we can-
nol get people to lake up the iand, not
even for pastoral purposes because of
the treacherous natives. 1 can see noth-
ing in the Bill but what will be of advan-
tage to the Slate. 1 am pleased hat sucl
an agreement has been made, and 1 shall
look Forward with great inlerest ty the
results. 1f this gentleman proves success-
ful no doubt a large industry will be
opened up in that part of !le BSlate, and
the land wiich we will dispose of will not
he missed. T ean easily nndersiand why,
in going to snch an outlandish place, an
applieant would require wore than the
few acres which he will have nnder cul-
livation. It will be necessary for him
to keep up an establishwent, and he
will need to raise a few sheep and cattle
to feed the people who will be employed
1o work the land. I think the agreement
is an excellent one, and T hope success
will follow the {aking up of this land.

Hon. . CONNOR (North) [913]: I
have much pleasure in supporting the
Bill, and I am very glad to see that the
Government are eoming to their senses at
last, and are realising the fact that the
northern part of the Slate should be de-
veloped in some manner, whether by the
Government or hy private enterprise or
by bath.  The Colonial Seerelary will
admil that I have not been remiss in
drawing his atlention to the neglect by
the Government of the northern portion
of the State, partienlarly the Kimberleys:
Mr. Patrick says this is some of the best
land we possess. I ngree with him thal
it is. Therefore. all the more reason why
it shonld not lie idle, and why generations
should not he allowed to pass while the
land remains neglected. 1 am pleased in

looking over the schedule to find at the

foot of it the signature of Mr. Bath as
Minister for Agriculture, A little while
ago that hen. gentleman did not want to
give away land anyhow, but now he
appecrs ifo have come to the eon-
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clusion that the party to which he
helongs should allow such concessions to
be taken up. It is o good sign to see that
the Labour parfy have permitted him to
attach his signature to the agreement
which appears in lbe schedule of the Bill.
I hold that no justice has been dope io
the North by this Government or by past
Governments of which I was a supporter.
The Liberal Governments were just as
much to blame as any other Government
and this Government, perhaps more so,
hecause it was their provinee to look
after that portion of the State partieu-
larty. T look upon it as a good omen
that the agreement has been accepted by
the Government, and as an omen that we
are going to have some development in
the far North of the Siate, and that some
of the vast areas which are now lying
waste will now be made use of for the
good of the State, I cannot undersiand
why a small area like 20,000 acres away
up in the far North, where there is no
population beyond the blacks, should be
a matter of concern to my hon. friend,
Mr, Patrick. It is only a little bit of
foreshore, a little bit of frontage, If
these people are going to carry out what
they say, they cannot do it and make a
suecess of it unless they ave able to carry
stock as well. T would point onf that
20,000 acres is not mueh for carrying
any large gunantity of stock. I unhesi-
tatingly say that good as the land is, they
cannot make a success of agriculinre
purely and simply. They must work in
connection with the growing of slock.
Twenty thousand acres is not very much
good to anybody who wants to grow a
few bullocks and a few sheep. It is
really a very great pleasure to me to give
my heartiest support to it.  The only
trouble is—and both the Hom. Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom and myself are support-
ing it—that having received that support,
the Bill may be withdrawn and there may
be some hifeh about it. It is in the best
interests of the State that not only these
people are going up there to try to
develop the country, but that evervbody
else who comes alongz shonld have the
same good terms accorded te them. If
only that area could be developed. and

- My. Connor.
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population could be induced to go up
there, and capital could be brought into
it, it would be a magnificent thing for
the State. It is beantiful country and
beautiful land, It is not a particularly
nice country to live in because it iz hot
at some Limes of the year, and the wild
blacks are dangerons up there. This is
in fact one of the worst places there is
along the whole of the ecoast. The reason
is that it is fhe richest of all. There 1s an
inland sea where these people have faken
up this land, and there are tons of fish
in it—and the natives ean live on fish—
and besides in the loeality there is plenty
of game. All this makes the proposition
of these people who are taking on the
land all the more diffieult. If they win
right out they will bave a nolle asset. I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the BIll.

Hon. W. EKINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan) [9.20] : I do not feel so enthus-
iastic about the measure as the Hon.
There is a certain amount
of vagueness ahout it as there was about
the last private Concession Bill we had
before us. As I said, when speaking on
the Kingia Grass Tree Bill, Bills of this
nature, private Bills, should he referred
to a select committee. T still think so.
With regard to this Bill, and afier look-
ing through the agreement, T cannoi see
any time limit within whieh this agree-
ment has to be ralified by Parliament.
That was not so in connection with the
other Bill, in whieh the agreement had
to be vatified before the 3ist December.
T cannot see that any harm would be
done if the measure were postponed un-
til the next session of Parliament, when
it eould he reintroduced and properly
inquired into. Some form of tropieal
agriculture is indicated. There is a
great amount of vagneness about the
whole thing. What do they mean by
“*some form of tropical agriculture?''
Then the Minister says that this coun-
try is to be cleared. The Hon. Mr. Con-
nor will doubtless eorroborate me in this
when I say that it is quite possible that
that conntry may be perfectly cleared
already. In fact. it is more than possible.
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it is probable, that the clearing will
amount to nothing.

Hon. V. Hamnersley :
a clearing of the natives.

Hon. F. Connor : The trouble is that
they have not enough limber.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: The hon.
member is quite right, Very little in-
formation about the nature of the conn-
try has been given to us. ] realise that
what the Hon. Mr. Connor and the Hon.
Sir E. H. Wittenoom have said is prob-
ably perfectly correct, that we ought to be
glad to get people to go up there to open
up the country. The question is, are we
justified in less than 24 hours before
the session closes. and after having had
the Bill before us for ten minutes, and
having very [ittle information on the sub-
jeet, in assing it? 1 do not blame the
leader of the House because he is not in
possession of the information.

The Colonial Secretary : I have all
the information.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL : Then the
Minister is very conservative with it. He
did not deign to give us any. Perhaps
now he can inform ns whether the soun-
try is elenred or whether it is densely
timbered.

The Colonial Seeretary :
cleared, il iz timbered eounlry.

Hon. W.KINGSMTLL: Timbered with
what?

The Colonial Seeretary: T do not
know with what, The Presbyterian Mis-
sion are connected with the secheme.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL : The bon.
Mr. Patrick made a remark in connec-
tion with the Kingia Grass Tree Bill,
about the gentleman who was applying
for the concession happening to have
the name of Benjamin. All I can say
is that if the Presbyterian mission has
all this eountry, it must be very good
country. There is another piece of in-
formation which I require. In conneec-
tion with the term ‘‘some form of trop-
ical agriculture” may I ask what these
gentlemen intend to grow.

Hon. E. M. Clarke : Maize.

Hon. Sir E, H. Witienoom : Bananas.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL. I should lika
to know,

There will be

It is not

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W, Patrick : Bamboos might be
classed as tropieal agrienlture,

Hon. F. Connor: It is their funeral
what they grow.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL : It is not
their funeral, it is the funeral of this
House who grants the fee simple prac-
tically of 20,000 acres for what may be
a trivial purpose. "There is no neees-
sity to rush into the matter. As 1 sav,
there is no time necessary in which this
agreement shall be ratified. It may be
just as well ratified this day three
months as to-day. That being so, 1 do
not see the urgent necessity for the Bill.
We were {old some {ime back that only
Rills of an urgent nature and uncou-
troversial in quality would be brought
before the House. This Bill does nol ful-
fil these specifieations. There is, how-
ever, one redeeming feature abount il,
and that is the signaiure to which ‘the
Hon. Alr. Counor referved, and which 1
see figuring in the Bill. T am glad indeed
that the Hon. Mr. Bath has taken an in-
Lerest in #ropical agricullure, for one of
his first acts on assuming office was
{o dismiss a man who has done more
for it than anybody else, namely, Mr.
Adrian Despeissis,  This is a somewhat
tardy repentance for the injury he did
to the State by the dismissal of thar
officer. I am not gzoing to support the
seeond veading at this siage. If an op-
purtunity is given to look into the mat-
ter more fully. no doubt. with the in-
formation at my disposal I shall he able
to do so.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South-East}
[9.26]: I always view these kinds of

Bills with a eertain amount of suspicion
because they are fotally different in all
respects from any ordinary Aet of Par-
liament. If this Bill beecomes law this
agreement will stand in effect for 99
vears, and this Parliament will be pow-
erless to alter it

Hon, T, Conmmor: That is the same
for leases for workers’ homes,

Hon. J. CORNELL: They are in
perpetnity. 1 do not take exception to
the amount of country, because lhere is
a vast difference between 20,000 acres
and half a million acres, What T de
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take exeeption to is Clause 2 of the
schedule.  The agreement proposes to
give these gentlemen the right to this
land for 99 years. For the first seven
vears they will pay no rent. For the
next 13 vears they will pay £125.

Member: You are against vour own
Government,

Hon. J. CORNELIL: In this matter T
am thinking of the future, und I am
anxious that ne Government shall tie the
hands of the people for the future if
possible, That is to say they will have
lwenty vears’ i(enure and that means
they will have the right to the land for
£125., Then the agreement goes on fto
say that afler the first 20 years and for
the remainder of the period the annual
rent shall be at the rale of 2% per cent
on the unimproved capital value of the
land for the time heing., to he assessed
by the Minister for Lands, and (hat such
value shall nof exceed the sam of
£10,000. If my reading is correet, in
99 years’ iime, you cannot assess the
value of these 20,000 dcres at more than
£10,000. Thal is a value of 10s. an acre
in 99 yvears' time. My reading also is
that after (he first 20 years there is to
be no periodical assessment. Now, un-
der the workers’ homes scheme, to which
the Hon. Mr. Connor referred, there is a
reasonable provision ihat the land shall
he reappraised every twenty years. This
agreement starts off by dealing wilh the
land for the first twenty years, but ithere
is nothing from which to infer that
thereafter periodienl assessments will
take place every 20 wveors, In  the
Carrnthers Land Aet in New South
Wales. on the leasehold swstem the
land is reappraised every 20 years, I
eertainly think that if the land was
grantdd these men for 99 vears, it should
be reappraised every 20 years, If this
Bill were to insist on the reappraisement
of the land every 20 years, and fix no
value of the full capital amount that the
land ean be reappraised at, we should
he doing no harm. Otherwise 1 say we
will do an injury and will depart from
the well defined principle, which has not
only been adopted in this State, but in
other States on the question of the lease-
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hold land, that leasehold land shall
be reappraised every 20 years. If that
were provided in this agreement 1 would
have no objection whatever to it, because
the unearned increment that would ae-
erue to this concession could be got back
through a reappraisement, in taxation,
and given Lo the people who are to.come
after. | am of opinion that if this is
not insisted on, we shall be doing an in-
justice to those who have to follow us.
The only difference between this grant
and the leasehold portion of the work-
ers' homes scheme 1s that the latter is in
perpetuity. This is for 99 years. Mark
you. the Carruthers T.and Ae¢t of New
South Wales, the leasehold portion of it,
provides for 99 yvears with the right of
rentewal by your heirs and suecessors. |
certainly think, and hope, that the Ain-
ister will agree to the fair and reasonable
proposal of a reappraisement of eapital
value every 20 years.

Hen. J. W. KIRWAXN (South)
[9.30]1: I hope that this Bill will be
agread to, and I trust that the Govern-
ment will go on with i, notwithstanding
the support which has heen extended to
the measure by Sir Edward Wiitenoom
and Mr. Cornell. I regard the Bill as
emhodyving a proposal on the part of
some person to eslablish what may be
regarded as a sort of agricultural tropi-
cal experimental farm in the Kimberley
district.  During and after the fourth
vear of Ins term, the proposed lessee, Mr.
Cole, must plant and cultivate an area of
500 acres, {o the Minister’s approval,
with some form of tropical agriculture
or horticulture. The position is that the
land at present is lying idle. T take it
there is no hon. member of this House
who wonld aceept the land upon the
terms proposed, Mr. Cole may, or
may not, be sunecessfn]. If he be
not suceessful, if he be not able to
carry out the terms of the lease, his right
can he lerminated, and no harm will
have heen done. If, on the other hand,
he be suceessful, it will be an encourage-
ment for other people to go and de like-
wise in that area; it will tend to help
towards the peopling of one of the vast
empty spaces of our Commonwealth.
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For my part, I wounld like to see the Gov-
ernmenl extend the sysiem of granting
concessions such as this to people whe
are desivous of spending their money in
that loecality with a view to opening up
industries there. The State can in no
way suffer. All 1 ean say regarding Mr.
Cole is that if, as the result of this pro-
posal, he makes a great deal of money
—1I do not think he will—I shall be very

glad.  Every member of this Iouse
would like to see him beecome a mil-
lionaire as the vesult of this enfer-
prise. The proposal cannot possibly re-

sult in harm to anybody, bui, if success-
ful, must do a.tremendous amount of
good to the whole of our Siate and par-
ticularly to its North. T see no possible
harm whatsoever, but only good, ean re-
sult from the passage of this Bill.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—~Central—in reply) [9.33]:
I am rather surprised at the opposition
offered 1o this measure by Mr. Patrick,
who is a farmer himself, and who thor-
onghly well understands, and has ex-
perienced, the beneficial effects that have
followed the development of the agricul-
tural industry in the southern portion of
this State, Now, here is a first effort, on
the part of someone, to begin the de-
velopment of tropieal agriculture in the
northern portion of Western Australia.
The lease that has been framed is on
severer conditions, comparatively speak-
ing, {han are imposed on the agricul-
turists of the South-West, What is the
position? The proposed lessee is ob-
liged not only to pay a rental of £125
per annum after the expiration of seven
vears of his term, but he has also bo
carry oult improvemeut conditions, It
haz been insinuated by Mr. Kingsmill
that the lessec does not propose to carry
out those eonditions in n bona fide man-
ner: because Mr, Kingsmill asked the
question, “What form of tropical agri-
culture does he intend to embark upon?’
Wo ave not concerned with that, We
are not concerned in the slightest de-
gree as to what form of tropieal agri-
eulture he-intends to embark upon. We
rely upon the improvements which he
has to effect, to secure ihe results which

[COUNCIL.)

we anticipate. If this gentleman has (o
clear and eultivate 1,000 acres, and if
he has to pay a rental of £125 a year for
13 years after tho first seven years, and
thereafter a rental of £250 for 79 years,
we can only come to the conclusion that
he intends to put the land to some pro-
fitable use. The Government are leasing
land to-day as pastoral land, and under
ihe conditions of a pastoral lease this
gentleman would be required to pay a
rental of only £10 a year. The land
at present is vacant—this froitful, rich
land that we are giving away, accord-
ing to Mr. Patrick. The land that, as
Mr. Patriek says, the Government are
giving away, wounld be leased at £10 per
annum if iaken up under a pastoral
lease. DMr. Patrick has asked why we
do not give every one the same oppor-
tunity. The hon, member can have the
same opportunity to-morrow, if be wishes
to avail himself of it.

Hon. W, Patrick -
to everyone.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair, instead of
conversing.

The COLONIAI SECRETARY : I
hope the hon. member will be in a posi-
tion to take up double the acreage, or
even treble, nnder proportionate condi-
tiens; and I will engage to do my best
to induce the Minister for Lands to ae-
cept fhe hon. member’'s application,
Therefore, anyone can have the oppor-
tunity. The diffieulty is that we have no
legislation to deal with an application
of this kind. There should be such leg-
islation dealing with the North-West,
and if the Government remain in power
there is no doubt they will consider-that
question. Mr. Cornell opposed the Bill
becanse it is not strietly in accord with
the Labour platform. To a ecertain ex-
tent the leaselold principle is provided
for, but there is no provision for re-
appraisement. Seeing, however, that the
lessee is about to initiate an industry,
that he has to take all the risk, and that
if he is sneccessful he will be followed
hy scores, or possibly hundreds, of set-
tlers, and so bring about the develop-
ment of the North-Wesi, the Govern-

It should be open
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ment consider that he is entitled to
every encouragement which he will re-
ceive under this Bill.

Hon. I, Connor : He is pioneering.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcelera,
Hon. W. Kingswill in the Chair, the
Colonial Seecretary in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1, 2—agreed to,
Schedule :
Hon. J. CORNELL :

amendment—

I move as an

That all the words in paragraph 2
after “Five thousand pounds,” be struck
out, and the following inserted in liew:
“And thereafter shall be reappraised
every twenly years. Such appraise-
ment and reappraisement shall be based
upon the capifel value less the value
of any improvemenis”

I do not think that the effeet of my
amendment will be to destroy the Bill

The Colonial Secretary: It certainly
will.

Hon. J. CORNELL : If we grant fhe
fee simple of land, there is only one way
of getting any of its increment value
back, and that is by taxation. When
land is leased, however, the terms under
which it is leased are eclearly set out.
Mr. Colebateh has informed me that the
words now inserted provide for a peri-
odical reappraisement. Still, in the case
of workers’ dwellings, the prineiple is
clearly defined. The effect of my amend-
ment wounild be that for the first seven
vears the lessee pets the land free, and
that for 20 vears thereafter he gets it
for a yearly rental of £125, and that
at the end of those 20 years the land is
reappraiscd. Perhaps a further amend-
ment may be moved fixing the maximum
percentage of rent thai shall be charged
on the ecapital value. There is no limit
to the eapital value at which the land
can be reappraised; buf, under the
agreement as it stands, the land in 99
years from now ecannot be valued at
more than £10,000, no matter how many
assessments the Minister may make.
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Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom :  The
lessee will not work the land on your
terms, that is all,

Hon. J. CORNELL : I think he would
be glad to do so. 1 think that for this
Committee to afirm by Statute that
20,000 acres of land m the Kimberley
distriet eighty years hence is not going
to exceed £10,000 in capital value,
simply amounts to legislation by imag-
ination. Dozens of other people may go
to the Kimberley district in the train
of this lessee, and with the influx of peo-
ple the value of his land must, of neces-
sity, be enhaneced. "Then we may see
the position that people settling there
five years after this lessee will have their
land valued at twice the valuation of
his. There is no hardship involved in my
amendment. The man will have this
land for 20 years at a rental of £125;
and if he cannot establish ihe utility of
the land in that period, I take it he will
drop the proposition. Bat if he does
prove that ihe land is good he has pas-
sed up to him by a dead Parliament a
condition which nobody else ean get.
T am looking to the future, and my only
objeet is to safeguard the fuiure of the
people of the State.

Hon. ¥. CONNOR : I am opposed to
thte amendment. By what right does the
gentleman who lLas just spoken seek to
dietate the policy of the Btate in the
far North? When we have somebody
coming into the country with a view to
developing an area, it is altogether too
bad to attempt to impose hampering re-
strictions.  As one with some know-
ledge of the North I ask what is the
use of having that hnge territory un-
developed? If we do not develop it,
some other nation will. How mnch bet-
ter that we should get men of our own
choosing fo go there and open up the
country. What, after all, is 20,000
acres? It is a mere spot on the map.

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment
is to strike out words dealing with the
lease.

Hon, F. CONNOR: I am opposed to
the amendment, and I wish to give my
reasons. The great negleet from which
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the northern part of the State has suf-
fered should be pointed ont.  The
amendment, if agreed to, would prob-
ably stop those people from ecarrying
out the proposition whiech they have
entered into with the Government.

Hon, J. Cornell : The prineiple in-
volved is the enly thing which concerns
me.

Hon, F. CONNOR : 'The principle
involved is the rent. The Government
would be well advised to sell the area
oufright at 10s. an acre if they could
get an offer, 1 am with the Government
in their proposition. All the encourage-
ment possible should be given to the far
North. The irouble is thai the mover
of the amendment does not understand
the position.

Amendment put and negatived.

Sechedule put and passed,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL--RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanse l—agreed to,

Clause 2—Interpretation :

Hon. J. CORNELL : I would like to
ask the Minister if the definition of
“‘beds’ is the same as that in the Bill
of last session?

The Colonial Secretary: I believe it
is exactly the same.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clanse 4—Natural waters vest in the
Crown: -

Hon, J. CORNELL : I would like to
ask the Minister if this clanse is the
same as Clause 4 in the Bill of last ses-
sion®

The Colonial Secretary :

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 5 to 38—agreed to.

Clause 39—Irrigation rates:

Yes.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. F. CGLLEN : T have an
amendment to this clanse on the Notice
Paper. I understand that the Minister
on behalf of the Government is willing.
to facilitate the amendments in the
name of Mr. Colebatel, and as I desire
to see this Bill passed, and as the amend-
ments of which T have given notice may
canse some discussion and possibly de-
lay, I am willing to forego moving them
after bhaving made them public as my
opinion of what is necessary to perfect
the Bill,

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 40 (o 57—agreed to.

Clause 58—Board may make by-
laws :
Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH : I have

given notice of an amendment to strike
out Subclause 10. I was under the im-
pression that this had been left in in
compliance with the original intention
of the Act that the board or Govern-
ment might eontrol the flow of artesian
bores. On luoking into the point I find
that this will apply only to bores con-
trolled by the Government or the board.
Therefore, there can be no objection to
it. If it would apply to private bores
I would have moved the amendment,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 59 to 78—agreed to.

Clanse 79—Regulations and hy-laws:

Hon, H. P'. COLEBATCH : I move
an amendment—

That in line 1 of Subclause (3)
“hoth flouses” be siruck ow! with a
view of ingerling “either House” in
lieu,

This matter has heen discussed so fre-
quently that I do not propose to say
anything at this stage.

Hon, J. CORNELL : Wec have passed’
31 pages of this Bill in less than 31
winutes.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: We have
been three years.

Hon, J. CORNEILL : Yes, and we now
have seven new membhers. Having come
to the last elause without any objection
having been raised, hon. members are
about to put the sting in the place where
it is found in all reptiles—in the tail.
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Hon. J. F. Callen:
Bill a replile.

Hon. J. CORNELL : It has been
trealed as a reptile and now the hon.
member has taken up the réle of snake
¢harmer. The amendment will mean that
this ouse will be in a position to die-
tate to the Administration as to how
they shall put into operation the neces-
sary machinery by regulation. The
Coungcil will adopt the same attitude to-
wards the administration of this measure
as they did in the wmatter of the health
regulations. 1t is signifieant that Clause
25 giving the Clovernor-in-Council the
right to frame regulations for the issue
of licenses on the terms laid down in the
Interpretation Act that both Houses
must disagree to a regulation has been
passed. However when it comes to the
point whereby the Government will be
able to give working value to the mea-
sure through the medinm of regula-
tions this House asks for a say. An-
other place bas not asked for a say in
this direction. Members are aboui to
take unto themselves the position of
being not only legislaiors, but dictators.
Secing that this was one of the four
vital points, I hope the Minister will in-
sist on retaining the eclause. If it was
worth sticking out for previously, it is
worth fighling for now, especially in
view of the changed view of members of
this Honse. If I can get a supporter 1
will divide the House on this question.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1
disapprove of the amendments tabled by

Do not call this

AMr. Colebatch, but I approached hon. -

members and offered to meet them half-
way. They agreed to do 50, and 1 intend
to keep that compact and will support
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH : I move
a further amendment—

That the words “either House” be
inserted in liew of the words struck
oul.

Amendment put.

The CHATRMAN:
have it.

Hon.

I think the “Ayes"

J. Cornell:  Divide.

. 4-—.' '\J! 1.6'
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The CHATRMAN :
X1 No' M’

I heard only one

Hon. H. Millington : Two.
The CHATRMAN : Divide.

Division resulted as follows :—

Ayes . .02
Noes .. L2
Majority for .. 18
AYES,
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon. H. UG, Araagn Hon. €. McKenzie
Hen., H. Briggs Hor. E, MeLarty
Hen. H, Carson Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. E. M. Clarks Hon. A. Sanderson
Hen. H. P. Colebatch Hor. G. M. Eewell
Hon, F. Connor Hoa. C. Sommers
Hon. J. F. Cullen Han. Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. J. Duffen
Hou. J. M. Drew (Peller).
Hon, V. Hamersley
NoEes.
Hon. H, Millington Hon. J, Cornell
(Teller).

Amendment thus passed.
Clanse as amended agreed to,
New clause:
Ton, H. P. COLEBATCH moved—
That the following be added to stand
ns Clouse 27 :—“Provided that excep!-
ing in 3o far as it epplies to artesian
wells, and to vivers, streams, water-
courses, lagoons, lakes, swamps, or
marshes, the water from which is re-
quired for irrigation under Part IV.
of this Aet, Part 11T, of this Act shall
apply only Lo irrigation districts con-
stituled and defined wnder Section 27
Aot
T do not intend to say anvthing; the
mattar already has been fuolly diseussed.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I intend to op-
pose the amendment, This was one of
the prineiples in regard to which the
Covernment and the Minister stood to
their guns. Now the proposal is to get
away from it. Tt has been pointed ount
in debate that the provisions regarding
natural waters vesting in the Crown
were good enough for the other States
and ought to be good enongh for this
State, Now Mr, Colebateh proposes to
bring it down to eertain restrictions
being placed on the naural waters that
may vest in the Crown for irrigation
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purpuses, and lo vest these waters in
irrigation disiricts. We shonld say that
the Crown should have the sole right. 1
svmpathise with the Minister because he
has had a heavy burden to carry in try-
ing to pilot this Rill through, though
there is a certain amount of justification
in the Minisler baving to give way to the
solid front whieh has been arrayed
against him for the lasl lwo years, If
his amendmeni{ must he accepted, I shall
enler my protest against it

New clause put and passed.

Tille—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, the re-
port adopted, and a Message forwarded
to the Assembly with a request that the
Council’s amendments be made.

House adjowrned at 10.28 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 3rd September, 1914
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayvers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By (he (‘olontal Seeretary: Statement
of comparative results and working of
the Western Australian  Government
Railwavs for the past five years.

[COUNCL.]

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

The Colonial Secretary and State

Steamships.
The COLONIAL  SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew—Ceniral) [3.2] :

Last evening the hon, Mr. Kingsmill eriti-
cised the Slate steamship “Western Aus-
tralia” T have no objection to his mak-
ing the remarks, but this morning I re-
ceived a letter from the manager of the
State Steamship Service containing in-
formation whieh I think hon. members
should be possessed of, The letter is
from Mr. Stevens, the manager of Lhe
State Steamship Service, and is dated
Ard September, 1914, He writes—

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Perth. Re ss. “Western Ausiralia.”
I think you will be inlerested to know
that the finanecial resulls of the running
of the “Western Australia™ on her last
round voyage from Fremantle to Purt
Darwin and refurn have been very
salisfactorv—s=o much so as to eclipse
any previous voyage the ship has made
on the coast. The running cost of the
voyage was £3.204 13s. 2d., to which
has to he added an amount of £798 for
proportion of insurance, depreeciation,
and interest, making a total gross cost
of Ihe trip of £4092. The revenue
from the vovage awmounted to £4,502,
leaving a net profit of £410. Details
of the fizures are on the attached
statement. This result is an interest-
ing and ratizfaelory one, and was not,
so far as [ am aware, due to any cir-
cumsianees which ean be regarded as
nnique. or even of a special nature. 1

. believe, were it not for the disturbance
of trade owing to the outhreak of war,
results approaching this would attend
ony efforis in the future, As to the
ship herself. the vessel is now in exceed-
ingly good condition in every respect
and is, owing to improved conditions
on bhoard, becoming very popular with
the {rading cominunity on the coast. [
do not wish vou to conclude from this
that 1 have to any extent retired from
the opinion previously expressed to
vou, thalt the ship is fundamentally
and altogether an unsuitable one for



